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Consider, if you will...

Nothing is important until it's personal; people do
not care what you know until they know you care; and
real estate is conveyed at the pace of relationships.
These three conditions, among others, have guided
me during my 39-plus years of real estate brokerage
and development along with home designing and building.

Rising from a trusting commitment to those has been
my privilege, even my blessing, to have closed over
2,200 sales, representing sellers and buyers as singles,
couples, families, and entities. That number may represent
great success to some, but | have never focused on my
success; rather, | have focused on the significance of my
clients’ purposes. That is, their maximized, personal benefits
to them of their sales or purchases with full protection of
their best interests every step of the way.

| humbly share the comments below as a small sample
of clients’ perspectives of my professional efforts with
personal concern for and fair-minded attention to every
detail of their processes before, during, and after their
closings, and | invite you to connect about your own needs
anddreams. ........ooiiiiiiiii Glenn C. Cockrell

Glenn was very professional in helping us with a purchase.
He was a great resource. His knowledge of homes in the area
gave us confidence in making a decision. His many years
of experience made the process easy. His involvement and
timely advice made a big difference. | don't know that we
would have made the purchase without him.

Glenn was the consummate professional from the moment
we met on the property. His local knowledge and local
contacts proved to be invaluable. He represented both sides
in this closing (very glad he did). He has become a trusted
friend and | would not hesitate to call on him again for any
real estate need. Glenn is the complete package.

From the moment we first talked to Glenn to closing day,
we were impressed by his genuine care and commitment
throughout the process. His knowledge of the area and
market was incredible, and we appreciated his quick
responses to any questions we had. Glenn fought for our
best interests and ensured we got the best deal.

Glenn was a tenacious and communicative agent who
consistently went above and beyond to secure my dream
retirement home. Even after the sale he has been helpful and
supportive of things needed or desired. He has a plethora
of knowledge of who does what in the Kilmarnock area and
is more than willing to help secure services from reputable
people. Glenn made buying a home 650 miles away from
where | lived an easy and enjoyable experience. 5 stars all
day long!

Glenn’s care for the buyers goes way beyond real estate
agent. He remained on the hunt for our family home when
we had all but given up that the market would provide. His
connection after the sale has reaffirmed our decision to come
home to the Northern Neck. Glenn’s commitment to assist
in finding the right fit earns him our gratitude and highest
recommendation!

GLENN C. COCKRELL . <

onnemar
Call or Text (24/7) 804.436.3380 &c © SEa
glennccockrell@gmail.com * www.gcockrell.com 2 Blus

Indian Creek « Chesapeake Bay
Exceedingly well maintained home on # 3.2ac. with a dock for

kayaks. Pristine privacy. 10 minutes to amenities.....$625,000.
Additional WF homesite w/4° MLW, great views........$265,000.

s

Browns Creek « Corrotoman River

Wonderful views of the creek and river. 5> MLW. An enormous
building envelope. Ancient hardwoods. Near perfect eleva-
tion. Next to the pool and clubhouse. 643’ + WEF.......$375,000.

Corrotoman « Rappahannock Rivers

Unsurpassed views of two beautiful tributaries. Pristine priva-
cy. Really large building envelope. Near perfect elevation.
Only one neighbor. A naturalist’s dream..................... $365,000.
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history of the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula,
its family and cultural traditions, churches and trades
have all made our communities what they are today.

Many of our small towns and villages have chronicled their
histories in volunteer-run museums. They tell the stories of
working watermen and generations of farmers and of the local
waterfronts that once served as steamboat stops and commer-
cial hubs.

Our churches and cemeteries, especially Old St. John’s Bap-
tist Church cemetery, tell the stories of the congregations that
came before us. That particular cemetery in Kilmarnock is the
oldest Black cemetery in Lancaster County and served as the
burial site for members of the first Black church congregation
following the Civil War.

Church congregations also gathered for revivals and services
at “groves” in the Northern Neck. One still exists and is used
occasionally.

Culture and heritage represent the traditions and values of a
community, connecting us to our roots and offering a sense of
identity. Inside this special section to the Rappahannock Re-
cord and Southside Sentinel, find articles honoring our past and
the people and places that are shaping our present and future.
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Canola fields in Heathsville.

Photo by Jackie Nunnery
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letusdo thmlrwi— gow enjoy the meal!
WE NOW DELIVER WITHIN 6 MILES FROM US

$5 DELIVERY FEE | $20 MINIMUM FOR DELIVERIES

ge&‘a

RESTAURANT

30 S. Main Street e Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Sunday - Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday - Saturday: 11:00 am - 8:00 pm

SERVING NORTHERN NECK FAMILIES SINCE 1939

L_IVE.L_OVE.L OCAL.
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Christian experience began here mid-to-late 1800s with Our Irvington Baptist Church Serving
brush arbor, shore-side prayer meetings on the banks of  God & this Community since 1891

Carter Creek. Gradually it grew into an alliance of Methodist,
Preshyterian and Baptist believers, each holding adjudicatory
membership elsewhere.

As time would have it, the meeting place was relocated into
the town proper as the Carter Creek Meeting House.

We were first a mission congregation of the Morattico Baptist
Church, east of Kilmamock, pastored by premiere Virginia Baptist
minister The Reverend Mr. Fred Claybrook.

In 1895, the town of Carter Creek Wharf was renamed
Irvington in honor of the fish factory owner John Irving and thus our Church followed as well. Our original 1891
building consisted of a one-room sanctuary.

By 1896, we found that the space was inadequate for a changing community and the growing body of worshippers.
A balcony, classrooms and baptismal pool were added. By the mid-1930s, we had outgrown our facility yet again; and
a 2-story addition consisting of five classrooms, kitchen and restrooms was appended.

Irvington went through the transition of being a Steamboat Wharf and seafood processing community to that of a
town crossroads, as motorcars replaced ferries and steamboats in the 1930s. Most journeys required a ferry ride, since
there were no bridges. This gave rise to the phrase of “going-off-shore” whenever folks would leave.

The aquaculture industry faded; there are no working watermen in our town today. No matter, the area grew more
populated with retirees.

In 1991, we added a fellowship hall and an expanded kitchen for our social events, and to serve as a community
center when called upon by friends, neighbors and/or town and county.

\We were honored later to open our doors as a voting precinct polling site for local, state and national voting, along
with public use of our facilities by a number of community agencies, including the Irvington Town Council.

From 2003 to 2022, further renovations were done to service both Church and community, to include a ramp and
elevator.

Qurs is a youth-oriented, music loving, Bible study, inspiring preaching fellowship of Christians. We would love to
have you visit us any Sunday or Wednesday. (53 King Carter Drive) I
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Every Sunday - Sunday School at
10 am & Worship at 11 am

Wednesdays - Prayer Meeting at 10 am
& Adult Bible Study - 11 am & 6:30 pm

Wednesday and Sunday evenings -
Youth Bible Study & Activities

(Informal attire for all!
Come as you are!)



The Chesapeake Way
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(HESATAKL
BANK

Richmond | Hampton Roads

Wllllamsburg | Middle Peninsula
~ Northern Neck

At Chesapeake Bank, every
business customer getsa
dedicated BRO — Business
Relationship Officer, that is.

Theywill get to know your business,

connect you with the right people, tools, and
opportunities to help your business grow.
Need things like payment solutions? Lending
support? Looking to make a connection in
the community? That’s what they are here
for. Think of them as your very own business
banking concierge.

You might even e
get your very own E . :::1;:,55 @
business banking :_.---:
handshake. o

Check it out.

EQUAL HOUSING

877-695-8239  ,hoER
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OLD SAINT
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| Ch!METERY Unearthing
, Est,ca.1868 || History
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Golden age of steamboats

Throughout the

Lancaster and
Northumberland
counties appear.

Located at the head of Wilton Creek a few miles west of Deltaville, Conrad’s Mill
was a grist mill that served the eastern end of Middlesex County. White corn and
wheat were ground into cornmeal and flour. From the early colonial days when

it was Kemp’s Mill, people brought their grain to be milled and, while waiting,
fished and swam in the millpond. On special occasions Conrad’s Mill Pond was
used as a setting for baptismal services by area Baptists who practiced immer-
sion. Courtesy of Violene Jackson
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age of the sailing schooners as SO,

many of the town’s men cap- E SCROW, LLC
tained and owned vessels. An

" outcome of that prosperity was . . .
the arrival from Baltimore of » Residential & Commercial Real

marble tombstones. Middlesex .
Marble Company was located Estate Closmgs
y right across the street from the
Marble House on the site that
today houses the Southside .
Sentinel headquarters building. ¢ Title Insurance
Courtesy of Eunice Esker

» Real Estate Loan Closings

Navigating all your
real estate closing needs.

. 804.333.0195 .

www.rivertitleva.com

219 Main Street « Warsaw, VA 22572
Serving all of the Northern Neck

Postcard postmarked

1908, Irvington Busi-

ness District. Photo PRt i) 7

courtesy Steamboat o & ccer crriee soam “vmaina crmizen ancasen g
Era Museum - ey A

VIRGINLA LIVING

BEST A Where Living
[/ e |

s Yoy Comes Naturally.

Life in the Northern Neck has a rhythm all its own. At
Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, you don’t have to
give it up to plan confidently for the future.

Set on 165 beautiful acres near Irvington, RWC offers
freestanding homes, cottages and apartments, along with daily
activities designed for your lifestyle.

And with LifeCare, you'll have the added reassurance of knowing
support is here if your needs ever change.

Come see why RWC feels less like leaving home and more like
finding the right one for your next chapter. Schedule a tour today.

AN Rappahannock
I ( {' 2l 4 Westminster-Canterbury

'ﬁ l.F 1|\ : i A Continuing Care Community
\!I (AT "I
132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington, Virginia 22480 | 804-438-4000 | info@rw-c.org | www.rw-c.org
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8 Mount Jean St, Irvington, VA. This beautiful home in Hills Quarter
is officially SOLD! Thinking of buying or selling? We know the market
for your next move. McKann Payne | (804) 815-4192 .-,\

NEW LISTING

2977 Butylo Road, Middlesex - $995,000. 2 BD / 1 BA “Oyster
House"” on 1-Acre Island. ~ 22 Acres Total on the Rappahannock

River, 1,500" of Shoreline, Sandy Beaches
Shyann Colley (804) 338-0483

311 Grove Point Road, Kilmarnock - $2,195,000 Dividing Creek %
(5'+ MLW), Pool & Hot Tub - 4 BD / 5.5 BA - + 2 Bonus Rooms - 8.8
Acres - Screened Porch- Gourmet Kitchen ’ e

2l

209 Broadway, Irvington - $465,000
Vineyard Grove! 3 BD / 3 BA w/ Community access to Carter's Creek &
Pool - Quick Golf Cart Ride to Irvington’s Shops & Restaurants

Katie Dew (804) 436.6256 | David Dew (804) 436.3106

[SABELL K.

Winning 14
Consecutive Years!

-ﬁ!/(){’ﬂ/ C

LOCAL Knowledge of Our Market - Famin Owned/Trusted Since 1975
2 WWW.HORSLEYREALESTATE.COM

; 3 il
CARTER'S CREEK COTTAGE™ =
5490 Irvington Rd, White Stone - $495,000 2 BD / 2 BA Custom f';

A-Frame Home — New Dock & Waterside Platform Deck — Minutes to i
Towns Nina Watkins | (804) 642-2826 g

430 Harveys Neck Road Wicomico Church $2,395,000

13+ Acres on Harvey's Creek - WIDE Views - TWO Piers (4’ MLW) + Boat-
house — Sand Beach - 4 BD/3 BA Main House 3 BD/2 BA Guest House
Katie Dew (804) 436.6256 | David Dew (804) 436.3106

1098 Tranquility Road, Reeduville - $1,275,000 %
300’ Sand Beach - Screen Porch, Deck, & Hot Tub -3 BD / 2 BA +

Multiple Bonus Rooms - Garage & Heated/Cooled Workshop / 'y
Katie Dew (804) 436.6256 | David Dew (804) 436.3106

492 Pine Reach Drive Kilmarnock - $799,000. Deep Water on Indi- v

an Creek - Pier 4-5" MLW & Lift - 1.7 Acres - 3 BD/3.5 BA Solid Brick . I

Home - Multiple Outbuildings - Close to Town & ICYCC L 2

Katie Dew (804) 436.6256 | David Dew (804) 436.3106 L8

Browse Available
Properties




When late summer rolls around in the Northern Neck,
it is time for the school year to begin. But back in the
late 1800s a different tradition began taking place
which brought thousands of people to the area. Camp
meeting days as they were called, became the highlight
of everyone’s calendar nearly every year.

Every July or August for a week to 10 days, thou-
sands of people gathered at three different camps—
Wharton Grove in Lancaster County, Kirkland Grove in
Northumberland County and Marvin Grove in Rich-
mond County—for days of prayer and sermons, and
evenings of singing, fellowship and community.

Changing times made camp meetings a thing of the
past, but the groves still hold fond memories for those
who attended.

Kirkland Grove

Little did anyone know that actions taken in 1892 would have
reverberations felt today. Back then, James Booth conveyed 23.5
acres of land outside of Heathsville to the Kirkland Grove Baptist
Camp-Meeting Committee, named in honor of Dr. William Heath
Kirk, a Baptist minister active in Northumberland County from
1845-1884. While the week-long revivals no longer take place,
Kirkland Grove has the distinction of having the last standing taber-
nacle of the Northern Neck groves. It also is one of the few remain-
ing 19th-century religious campgrounds in the state. The site was
placed on the Virginia Landmark Register in 1991 and the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1992.

The 90-foot, square tabernacle, according to the NRHP appli-
cation, was constructed by William Dandridge Cockrell and his
brother John with timber milled from trees on the property, and by
some accounts, designed to biblical specifications. Under the four-
tiered tin roof, the design remains beautifully simple —daylight and

The bench was notched by
unknown hands during the
early years of the camp
meetings. According to a
program commemorating
Kirkland Grove’s 100th
anniversary, this plaque
was added in the 1980s.
Photo by Jackie Nunnery

ATLHERING
ROVES

Fostering faith and
community through
camp meetings

BY JACKIE NUNNERY

Kirkland Grove ca. 1900. Postcard postmarked 1907. The tabernacle is one of the last of its kind in the state.
Surrounding camp grounds were placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register in 1991 and National Register of
Historic Places in 1992. Courtesy Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society

A plaque near the speaker’s platform
in the center of the tabernacle
recognizes the work of the builder.
Photo by Jackie Nunnery




ventilation coming from above through shuttered windows in the sec-
ond-tier, bare lighting fixtures strung on exposed rafters and seating for
about 1,000 people provided by 100 18-foot long wooden benches worn
from the comings and goings of generations of worshippers.

A still-working bell is at the top, ready to call campers for services.
Once seated, they all faced an elevated speaker platform with additional
space for a choir or band at the center of the tabernacle.

Long gone are the 42 rustic two-story cottages that generations of
Northern Neck families stayed in while gathering every August. Others
stayed in one of two hotels on the grounds. Written accounts gathered
on Kirkland’s 100th anniversary recall concession stands selling ice
cream, lemonade, candy and other treats. There also was a barbershop,
bootblack stand and a photographer taking and selling pictures for the
occasion.

Like the other camps, the meetings were a mixture of sermons, Bible
study, gospel music, socializing, and for some, that included courting.
Many couples met and later married as a result of their meeting at Kirk-
land Grove.

“All ages promenaded on the dusty grounds between the services. An
area known as the bullpen was designated to keep those who continued
to promenade” from disturbing those in the tabernacle during services.
“Many ladies took this opportunity to show off their new clothes while
others enjoyed just sitting on the porches and visiting with their friends,”
as noted in the Kirkland Grove Campground 100th anniversary pro-
gram, 1992.

Popularity of the revival camps waned in the 1930s and Kirkland
closed in 1941. Over the next few decades, efforts were made to revive
the revivals, some more successful than others. By 1965 when the
Rappahannock Baptist Association took over, most of the cottages were
gone or in disrepair, but improvements were made to bring electricity,
phone and running water to the remaining buildings.

While week-long revivals no longer take place, the grove is still in
use. In 1976 the bicentennial was recognized there and included a reen-
actment of the original service at Kirkland Grove. Scouts BSA Troop
250 meets and camps on the grounds and Scouts Trystan Campbell
and Michael Brown made improvements to the property as part of
their Eagle Scout project. The Callao Volunteer Fire Department and
Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office have both used the property
for training and last year, Revive the Spirit, a gospel concert fundraiser
for the campground was held. The property also is available for groups
to rent.

Wharton Grove

It all began with an idea from John Palmer to hold interdenominational
meetings during the height of religious revivals. In a history included
in Virginia’s Northern Neck: A Pictorial History by John C. Wilson, he
wrote that Palmer, then an agent selling part of the old Robert “King”
Carter estate, convinced Baptist Rev. EW. Claybrook to establish a reli-
gious meeting camp on the site. Claybrook then enlisted Dr. HM. Whar-
ton a Baptist evangelist, and from 1893 to 1927, thousands would flock
to the camp on the Corrotoman River for 10 days nearly every summer,
with many coming from out-of-town by steamboat or boat.

An undated photo of cottages at the Wharton Grove, most likely after it became a vacation resort in
the 1930s. Photo courtesy Lancaster Virginia Historical Society

Wharton Grove Wharf on the Corrotoman River was about a quarter mile long and very
busy during camp meeting days. The wharf was demolished in a 1933 storm and replaced
by a 300-foot dock. Written on the back of the photo is “This is of a camp meeting
near here. This is a great place for motor boats and pretty girls. A.D.D.” Photo courtesy
Steamboat Era Museum

. iy _ _—
3 W N P L e e A :
Undated photo of Wharton Grove tabernacle. Photo courtesy Lancaster Virginia Historical

Society
September 24, 2026 ‘8% HERITAGE « 9@



It was said as many as 10,000 people would arrive
for the final Sunday of the revival. “Wharton Grove led
in popularity because it was the only one directly on a
broad river highway and thus easily reached from scores
of communities,” John Wharton, son of the camp’s
namesake wrote in Wharton Grove Camp Days, one of
his many essays about his years spent at the camp.

An 1896 account in the Virginia Citizen reported “the
little bay was fairly alive with a fleet of sails and steam-
ers” and canoes ran a ferry service from Millenbeck.
The tabernacle was full to overflowing, with hundreds
standing outside or on the waterfront. In 1904, the paper
referred to “unprecedented” crowds that continued to
arrive at the “famous” camp.

The 40-acre camp was rustic like Kirkland. No
electricity, no running water, just surface wells that
often ran muddy. “The buildings provided the rough-
est sort of accommodations,” Wharton wrote in an
essay, The Famous Wharton Grove Camp Meetings.
“Why not, with use limited to 10 days a year?” While

rustic, the cottages typically had gingerbread trim which
was popular at that time.The rustic nature applied to
some furnishings like beds—*‘a nailed-in wall bunk with
straw-stuffed ticking” —which led to some bringing cots
or hammocks for more comfort. “Every cottage had to
have a porch from which to view the passing parade and
spend the hours chatting except during tabernacle meet-
ing hours,” he wrote.

“Almost everything about the 10 days of camp meet-
ings was inconvenient, even crude, compared to other
Chesapeake summer vacation spots. But who minded?
Not any of the thousands—up to 10 or so— who never
missed a meeting. It was carnival time laced with ser-
mons, hymns and good old-time gospel fellowship,”
wrote John Wharton, in The Seventeen Wharves of
Wharton Grove.

Also much like Kirkland Grove, at the center of the
43 cottages stood the three-tiered tabernacle, 90 feet
square with seating for 2,000 people. At its top was a
steeple and bell which called worshippers to the meet-

Architect Alan McCullogh depicted the layout of the Wharton Grove campsite when it held annual camp
meetings. The wharf on the Corrotoman River is in the foreground. Photo courtesy Lancaster Virginia

Historical Society

2 O

Undated photo of camp attendees in front of the hexagonal shaped tabernacle at Marvin Grove. Photo courtesy

Northumberland County Historical Society
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ings. Completing this temporary village were “two large
hotels for transients, two large dining rooms—really
open sheds—two confectioneries and utility buildings.”
There was even a barbershop and dentist’s office, Whar-
ton said.

The camp’s popularity went into decline with the
death of Claybrook in 1914 and the beginning of World
War I, leading to its closure. However, Dr. Wharton
was able to reopen it in 1920 with improvements. The
camp was electrified through its own power plant; run-
ning water was available through a new artesian well;
a new wharf was built and cottages were repaired. The
rebirth was short lived, the last camp was held in 1927
and HM. Wharton died in June 1928. His son said Dr.
Wharton had “engaged all participators for the ensuing
season and everything had to be suddenly cancelled.”

During the 1930s, the Wharton family reopened the
property as a summer vacation resort. Over time, it too
closed and much of the remaining camp structures dis-
appeared. The remnants of Wharton Grove were last
inventoried by the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources in 1997. At that time they noted 12 buildings,
nine of which were deemed historic with construction
dated to 1893. The two-story Queen Anne architecture
“with porches overlooking the river” and “scalloped
trim work,” were said to be a “combination of imitation,
personal taste and practicality.”

There were eight cottages remaining in addition to
a 1950 log structure. “In 1950 three cottages—Kirk,
Willey and Wharton— were joined as one by architect
Walter M. Macomber.” The report also noted that altera-
tions were made to other cottages—enclosing porches,
adding chimneys, side porches, windows and detailing.
All that remained of the tabernacle, the center of the
camp, were the footings. The property is now privately
held.

Marvin Grove

In Farnham, all that remains of Marvin Grove is a
granite marker. The Methodist camp was built in 1878,
with its first 10-day revival taking place on Friday,
August 2, with Bishop David S. Doggett of Lancaster
providing the sermon. Along with a tabernacle, there
were two 50-room hotels that were booked weeks in

! SITE OF MARVIN GROVE CAMP
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH
W{WID 1230

FOUNDED 1878

g FO_I.IND(-“
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JAMES WALKER
EOuMITITE

GEORGE WALKER

C HARDING WALKER
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R H IVELL
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W, Y, MORGAY
A B CARNER
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Installed in 1938, this marker off of Ridge Road is all that

remains after the Marvin Grove tabernacle and most of the

cottages were destroyed in a 1930 fire. Photo courtesy Northern

Neck of Virginia Historical Society
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HISTORY OF
LAMBERTH

109 Years

service - Heritage - Tradition

ver a century ago Lamberth Building

Materials had its beginning when Civil

War veteran, John Lamberth, began
cutting railroad ties from the woodlands on his
400-acre farm, with the help of his two sons, he
loaded the ties on a wagon and hauled them
to a ready market at Roane’s Store in upper
Gloucester County.

In 1910, the two sons—Melvin and Sam
bought a sawmill and gave birth to M.B.
Lamberth & Bros. (M.B. Lamberth was the father
of Dr. M.B. Lamberth, Jr. of Kilmarnock.) It was
not until the end of the World War | that brothers
Sam, George, and Woodland opened S.C.
Lamberth & Bros., offering more than cut timber
to a growing community in 1917.

In 1924, the first structures were erected on the
Gloucester Lamberth Building Materials site for
storing lumber, adding millwork machinery and
planning equipment to produce doors, window
frames, and duplications of handcrafted
moldings for restoration of old homes. Restoration
became the backbone of their operation in the
depression years as contractors from many
counties in Virginia sought them out for copying
old moulding and mantels.

For the next 40 years S.C. Lamberth & Bros.
had one of the finest custom cabinet shops in the
area. By the late 1960’s George was the only
brother still active in the business. With no sons
to carry on the family name, he approached
his two sons-in-law, Jewel Edwards and Milton
Hogge, offering them the option of buying
company shares owned by other members of
his family. George then gradually turned over
his shares to two of his daughters Ginny (Jewel
Edward’s wife) and Aggie (Milton’s wife.)

By 1973, a third generation came into the
business, grandsons Bruce Edwards and Edwin
Hogge—had been added to the staff. By the
mid-1970’s the name of the company changed
to Lamberth Building Materials, Inc. In 1978,

the company expanded to White Stone where
Albert Pollard provided a brand-new structure
on Route 3 from which the company is sfill
operating today.

Six years later the Gloucester and White
Stone stores were separated, Jewel and Ginny
Edwards acquiring the business in White Stone,
and Millon and Aggie Hogge retaining the
original business in Gloucester. Within eight
years, Jewel Edwards had retired, but in those
years the company expanded their lines of
building materials and products and added a
fleet of radio-dispatched delivery trucks.

Bruce Edwards, President of the company
since 1988, noted, “We can stand firmly behind
our products, we are especially proud of our
service, but what gives us the most pride is our
staff.”

Ever since our founding days over a century
ago, we have been proudly serving the
Tidewater region of Virginia. At Lamberth
Building Materials, service and customer
satisfaction is our tradition. Our employees have
over 250 years of combined experience in the
building materials industry and can help you
with any project.

As we embark upon our 109th year of service,
and our fourth generation with Hunter Edwards,
we would like to thank every single one of
our customers, contractors, and homeowners
alike, because without you Lamberth and our
dedicated team of employees would not have
had the pleasure of continually serving the
Tidewater Region of Virginia.

A
LAMBERTH

BUILDING MATERIALS
804.435.1695

www.lamberthbldg.com
“Delivering Service Since 1917”




advance, such was the popularity of the summer event.

John Efford recalled traveling to the grove in late July to get the cottage
ready for the August revival by “re-whitewashing the exterior” and since
the cottage “was without doors or window sash,” they had to sweep out
the leaves. His story, “Camp Meeting Days,” was included in a Richmond
County bicentennial book. As a boy he “vividly” remembered the “bell on the
tabernacle ringing for the services and meals and although I was put to bed
early, I would lie and listen to the singing and fall asleep.”

According to a 1935 article by George Reed in the Richmond Christian
Advocate, the first years of the camp were self sustaining. “The amount
received from ground rents, concessions for hotels, stores, horse lots, etc.,
together with the Sunday collections” covered operating expenses, upkeep
and some improvements over the years. With automobiles, “everything was
changed. While greater numbers attended the encampment afternoons and
evenings, many tents were unoccupied and few spent the week.”

Then in the summer of 1930 Marvin Grove caught fire. “The beautiful
trees, the tabernacle and about 60 cottages were soon consumed.” Talk of
rebuilding gave way to the reality that “to rebuild Marvin Grove Camp would
have been more of an undertaking than conditions would justify,” Reed wrote.

Reed also spoke at the installment of the granite marker at the Marvin
Grove site in 1938. “The memory of this sacred spot will ever linger in the
hearts and minds of those who loved and cherished old Marvin Grove.” This
marker represented “the memory of what Marvin Grove stood for” and the
hope that “the memory of what Marvin Grove stood for will be passed on
through the generations to come.”

“When’er the week had ended, we moved back home again,
Revitalized and happy that we’d reaped some ‘golden grain.’
A seed of love, a seed of faith, a seed of friendship too,

We found in our possession, with others that we grew.

“What a week that used to be! Too bad that it’s now lost.

It’s true, there’s been much progress, but was it worth the cost?
On early August mornings, when air is cool and damp,

A ‘wagonload’ of memories goes back to Kirkland Camp.”
—From the poem Camping at Kirkland by G.M. Burroughs

wx | Caught fresh. Chosen with care.
MW trusted local fish mongers.

" (804) 435-STFU (7838) 6 MissMarySeafood.com
758 Rappahannock Dr - White Stone - VA

% Sunrise Fresh <
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BROOKVALE MINI-STORAGE
804-435-1209

YOUR RENT IS LOCKED IN FOR 24 MONTHS

OFFICE HOURS GATE HOURS
Tuesday through Friday, 9am - 5:30pm Summer 7am - 8:30pm
Saturday 9am - 3pm, Sunday & Monday Closed ~ Winter 8am - 5:30pm

WWW.BROOKVALEMINISTORAGE.COM
10436 Mary Ball Rd. (Rt. 3) e Lancaster, VA 22503

Between Kilmarnock and Lancaster Courthouse

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

FUNERAL HOME
AND

CREMATORY

Established 1924
116 E. Church Street, Kilmarnock, VA
curriefuneralhome.net  804.435.1077

Gerald Sellers and Tyler Haynie
Funeral Directors




Serving the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula since 2005

Licensed & Insured Class A Contractor
IBI 230 Sandlin Dr. « White Stone, Va.

804-436-7378

office@hanleyelectrical.com

Most major credit cards accepted

Hanls 24-Hour Emergency Service
@@@@mm$/
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www.hanleyelectrical.com =g=
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Discover the Hunton-Lunsford History Center
at Historic Morattico Baptist Church

Tucked inside historic Morattico Baptist Church you will find the Hunton-Lunsford
History Center. This museum was created to preserve and share the rich heritage
of Morattico Baptist Church founded during the American Revolution on January
17, 1778. The church began when a group gathered at Morattico Hall, the home
of Alexander Hunton. Among those was the young preacher Lewis Lunsford,
who became the church’s first pastor and a powerful voice for the Baptist faith
throughout the Northern Neck.

Through photographs, artifacts, and exhibits preserved from generations,
the Center tells more than the story of one congregation. It illustrates the growth
of the Baptist movement in the Northern Neck and the remarkable influence
Morattico Baptist Church had on the development of other Baptist churches
throughout Virginia.

Visitors can explore the people, places, pastors, missionaries, and traditions that
shaped Morattico Baptist Church across nearly two and a half centuries. The History
Center is located at Historic Morattico Baptist Church, 924 Morattico Church Road,
Kilmarnock, Virginia. Tours are available Sunday mornings and by appointment.
Call 804-577-3043 to arrange a visit.

~~~~~~~ What local means to Morattico Baptist Church .-
Ahidden gem where history comes alive—connecting today’s visitors with the faith and determination
of those who helped shape the Northern Neck almost 250 years ago. The church’s influence spread
throughout the region. Most Baptist churches in the Northern Neck—both white and African
American—can trace their roots to the Morattico congregation.

ﬁ
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ished by J. H. Edwards,

Members of the Middlesex High School band were performing in
the early 1950s at the Redman’s Lodge in Deltaville right next to
the Deltaville Ballpark. Courtesy of Charles Richardson

Northumberland High
School, Heathsville. a4

Photo courtesy of the

Hinton family

| Edwardsville Post Office ca.
1910. John Edwards appointed
postmaster 1902. Post of-

fice closed in 2004 and mail
service was moved to Burgess.
Photo courtesy Northern Neck

EDWARDSVILLE POST-OFFICE, EDWARDS of Vlrglnla Historical Society

THE LOSS OF A PET IS IMMEASURABLE,
BUT SO IS THE LOVE LEFT BEHIND

River Country

Pet Loss &

 Cremation Center

SERVING PET FAMILIES IN THE MIDDLE
PENINSULA AND NORTHERN NECK
* Private, individual cremation within three business days.
* Identification tracking process for your peace of mind.

¢ Please see our website for detailed information on our ser-
vice and pricing options.

804-758-2650

www.rivercountryplcc.com
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armers have been the backbone

of America for centuries. Waking

before the rooster crows and retir-
ing to bed long after the sun has set, farmers
have made tremendous sacrifices over the
years to keep their communities fed.

The mechanics in which farmers conduct
their work have certainly evolved over time,
but the spirit and devotion of those in agri-
culture have remained the same.

Like many farmers,
Northumberland native Robb
Hinton got his start in agriculture
by helping his father at a young
age.

Hinton, owner and operator
of Cedar Plains Farm LLC, is a
generational farmer. He inher-
ited his love of the rural lands
from the generations of farmers
before him.

Around 12 years old, Hinton

began operating equipment
while working alongside his
father.

“Times seemed simpler back
then. The peacefulness of being
outdoors on an open tractor with
nothing but the feel of the air,
the sound of the machine and the
smell of the earth was pure joy,”
he said.

Several years passed and
Hinton went off to college.

While technology continues
to evolve it can't replace

traditions and valyes

Modern day agriculture equipment requires farmers to adhere to a checklist before they ever even take
on the fields, similar to a pilot in a cockpit. Photo by AnnGardner Eubank



“Times seemed simpler back then. The peaceful-
ness of being outdoors on an open tractor with
nothing but the feel of the air, the sound of the
machine and the smell of the earth was pure joy.”
—=Robb Hinton

When he came back home, he
was initially told there wasn’t
enough farmland to support
another family, so he took a step
back from agriculture and went
into carpentry.

Eventually Hinton started
Northern Neck Seamless Gutter
Service, which he owned and
operated for 17 years. Still help-
ing his father out where he could
on the farm, it was only a matter
of time until Hinton was back in
the fields full time.

“I ended up always being
fortunate with great timing,” he
said.

Hinton approached relatives
to let them know if they ever
wanted to step back from agri-
culture, he’d happily rent their
acreage and work the land.

“Not but a couple days later
after I had that conversation,
dozens of farmers approached
me asking to rent their land.
Goes to show, if you really want
to do something, jump at the
chance and don’t wait around,”
he said.

By 2003, Hinton was renting
about 300 acres of land from
relatives while maintaining the
gutter business and still helping
his father. With his own finan-
cial and timely investment on
the line, Hinton decided to dive
in full force—sell his business to
farm full time for himself and his
father.

By the mid 2000s, technology
was becoming more prevalent
throughout agriculture.

Today, Hinton farms about
1,500 acres, typically corn and
soybeans. The processes used
today have certainly changed a
bit over the years.

“When I was a kid, the stan-
dard advice was ‘If you get into
trouble, just cut the key off,”” he
said.

As technology advanced,
operating equipment became
much more complex than stan-
dard oil changes and cutting the
keys.

“GPS has revolutionized
farming. It’s the number one tool
in the toolbox that can work for
any farmer,” he said.

Stepping into a modern piece

of farming equipment appears
comparable to a small aircraft in
terms of screens, switches and
electronics.

The auto steer, which Hinton
referred to as the backbone of
modern farming, has become an
essential tool for efficiency in
terms of planting.

When it’s time to plant crops,
a farmer will drive his equip-
ment around the perimeter of
the land he wishes to cultivate.
From there, the GPS will fill in
the internal rows, making sure
not to overlap as well as properly
space out the seed. It ultimately
provides exact, real time field
positioning that allows for preci-
sion agriculture while reducing
input waste and cutting operat-
ing costs.

The same premise applies for
sprayers, regardless if they’re
distributing  fertilizers, chemi-
cals or water. Hinton purchased
his first sprayer with auto-steer
in 2008.

Hinton decided to focus on
purchasing equipment that had
the ability to record what he was
doing in the fields, and the per-
formance of the equipment as
well.

“You can’t manage what you
don’t measure,” he said.

One of the major changes
over the last several decades can
be found in equipment mainte-
nance. Aboard Hinton’s equip-
ment are a number of screens,
pinpointing where crops were
planted, and diagnostics for the
equipment. The technology can
show precisely what ball-joints
may be loose or what specific
bolts are coming loose.

“That’s one of the biggest
changes in equipment today.
When people come to service
machinery, they’re not showing
up with a toolbox, they show up
with a laptop,” Hinton said.

With everything computer-
ized, glitches are some of the
most worrisome parts of farm-
ing.
“It’s all like a Rubiks cube.
Every move has a consequence.
There are so many moving parts
in both farming and the equip-
ment we use,” he said.

GPS has been revolutionary in the farming industry. The technology is utilized to
optimize precision in planting and spraying, ultimately leading to reduction in input
waste as well as cutting overall operating costs. Photo by Robb Hinton

“That’s one of the biggest changes in equipment today. When
people come to service machinery, they're not showing up with a
toolbox, they show up with a laptop.” ——Robb Hinton

Today, the agriculture world
has become completely engulfed
in technology, but maybe to a
fault.

According to Hinton, the
new technology is great when
it works. Harsh environments
however can wreak havoc on all
of the electrical sensors which
lead to glitches that cause major
frustrations, particularly when
the price tag for equipment is
greater than the cost of an aver-
age home.

Despite the sophisticated
advancements in technology as
it applies to farming, the prin-
ciples of agriculture remain the
same.

Hinton said he doesn’t pay

attention to any almanacs or
anything of the sort, however,
maintaining your knowledge of
your grounds is the most funda-
mental, tried and true compo-
nent of successful farming.
“Good agronomy is getting
it in the ground right where it
needs to be...knowing your
numbers is the most tried and
true piece of the puzzle,” he said.
Farming is not as simple as
cutting the key when you're
in doubt these days. Like an
airplane pilot, a farmer has a
checklist to adhere to within the
equipment to go over before they
ever move through the field.
While some bells and whis-
tles, like air conditioning and

mini drink fridges inside the
tractors can make for a more
comfortable day on the farm, it’s
the same connection to the earth
that their ancestors felt that keep
them working the lands.

“I take joy in combining a
crop I know I did everything I
was supposed to do...I take joy
in the puzzle. My enjoyment in
farming comes from the beauty
I see,” Hinton said.

While the world of agriculture
is ever evolving, the spirit for pro-
viding for family and community
on land passed down generation
to generation is one anchored in
tradition and rural values, prov-
ing there’s some things technol-
ogy simply cannot change.
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GENERATIONS ON THE FARM:
A VISUAL HISTORY OF AGRICULTURE

merica celebrates its 250th birthday this year operated by the same family for 100 years or

and we would be remiss if we didn’t honor more.
and acknowledge the generations of family farms Innovation and technological growth have
and individuals that have fed the nation since its changed the way modern producers grow and har-
founding. vest our foods but one thing will hopefully never
Around 97% of U.S. farms are family-owned change and that’s the expansive fields of green and
and passed down through multiple generations. gold that line our roadways.
That is especially true in the Northern Neck and On these pages, find a sampling of the many

Middle Peninsula where there are many century  reader-submitted photos documenting the vibrant
farms, a working farm that has been owned and  landscapes and portraits of life on the farm.

Each potential
kernel of corn
produces a strand
of corn silk from its
tip that eventually
emerges from the
end of the ear.
Photo by Bob
Waldrop

A farm field

in Lottsburg.
Photo by Patty
Kelly Long

My Mom wrote on
the back of this
photo: Oct. 12,
1946, picking our
corn. The farm
was in Heathsville.
Photo courtesy of
Almeda Hundley
McKenney

Cows at Ditchley Cider Works, Spring 2024. Photo by Kimberley Gittman

Working combine
on a farm near
Heathville. Photo by
Gayle Werling

Turk and Tyler Crittenden of Merryvale Farms inspecting the combine.
Photo courtesy of Leslie Krom
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Harry Bray of Hampstead Farm at Remilk in Middlesex County rescued a mule
Wwhen he retired in 1970. Above, Bray drives Katleito,plow a garden to plant Jeff and Kaggy Chase enjoying their first self-propelled combine. Notice the sign of the times:
potatoes. Bray, a lifelong farmer born in 1916, also worked with draft animals Kaggy’s new house. Jeff’s new yacht. The kids’ inheritance. Photo courtesy of Kaggy Chase
when he was young. Photo courtesy of Jerry Bray

M “Attached are photos
4 | took of a very old
tractor my son, Dan
Kurdziel rescued.

He got it running

and liked to ride it

i around our property.
Unfortunately, it

died in the middle

! of the field and he

i was unable to get it

7 going again. | hope

5 someday he will get
 enthused enough to
> move it. But for now
it provides a scenic
H peek at the past.” —

5 Shari Faina

Cattle grazing on a Newland farm. Photo courtesy of Brie O’Bier

b s S Gt o N R R
James ‘Turk’ Crittenden of Merryvale Farm picking sweet corn. Photo courtesy of
Leslie Krom

e

Sunflowers,

. Middlesex
County. Shot
= July 10, 2026.
" Photo by Tina Raindrops on wheat. Photo by Barbara West
McCloud




My Mom wrote on the
back of this photo:
1947 October 16,
Ralph picking corn in
the Headley field (near
Heathsville). Photo
courtesy of Almeda
Hundley McKenney

Sunset over a corn field on the Maynard farm in Ophelia. Photo by
Sandy Maynard

THISIS A

WORKING FARM

AT
e

YOUH COMMON SENSE : Good Luck Cellars owner Katie Krop harvesting grapes with squad support. Photo by Monique

MacEachin

Sign, Deltaville, Middlesex County, May 27, 2026. Photo by
Tina McCloud

This John Deere tractor is an everyday sight on Fleets Bay Road. Photo by Bob
Waldrop
William Wright and Amy Wright Maloney harvest industrial hemp. Photo by Amy Wright Maloney



My Mom wrote on the back of this photo: 1960 “cookies and lemonade time” setting
tomato plants, Jean, Charles, Ralph, Lynette, Carroll and Lloyd Davis. Photo courtesy of
Almeda Hundley McKenney

Sunset over Sassafras Grove, a century farm in Lancaster County. Photo
by Rhea Frances Talley

From left, Ronnie
Gill, Jayson Gill and
Hannah Gill plant
pumpkin seeds

on Gill Farms in
Lancaster County.
Don Gill is driving
the tractor. Photo
courtesy of Crystal
Whay

Harry Bray, who owned and operated Hampstead Farm starting in
the late 1940s poses with the “family cow.” Following World War
Il, many local farmers went into dairy farming, said Harry’s son Jerry
Will Krom, summer job on the farm. Photo courtesy of Leslie Krom Bray. Milk was sold to military installations and schools on the
Peninsula. Photo courtesy of Jerry Bray




My Mom wrote on the back of this photo: 1947 taking load to the tomato factory at Coan
Wharf. Ralph took tomatoes to canneries at Coan, Walnut Point, Avalon and Indian Valley. Photo
courtesy of Almeda Hundley McKenney

The world’s most grown legume, grown by the acre
throughout the Northen Neck and Middle Peninsula. Photo
by Bob Waldrop

"
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My Mom wrote on the back of this photo: 1970 Ralph and Almeda planting beans
at Horse Head farm. Photo courtesy of Almeda Hundley McKenney

David Maynard, picking peaches on his Ophelia farm. Photo From left, Don Gill, Ronnie Gill and Jayson Gill look at the wheat field on Gill Farms in Lancaster County.
by Sandy Maynard Photo courtesy of Crystal Whay



- "\ Northern Neck - Middlesex
%Y Free HEaLTH CLINIC

An Independent Non-Profit

A Tradition of
Quality Care

The Northern Neck is a community rich in its generosity to our neighbors. It’s a place
where neighbors become family, newcomers feel at home, and people lend a hand when
someone needs it most. Generosity is a part of who we are - and it’s part of our heritage.

For 33 years, NNMFHC has upheld that tradition.

We provide quality medical, dental, pharmacy, and behavioral health care to those who
can’t afford insurance or out-of-pocket costs.
The mission for three decades has always been simple: to make sure that when a
neighbor needs care, they have somewhere to turn.

HEALTHCARE SHOULDN'T DEPEND ON INSURANCE

Thousands of our neighbors are hard-working citizens, retired, disabled, or facing
hard times. We're here for them, because a healthier community is stronger, safer,
and vibrant. Because caring for one another is what we do in the Northern Neck.

MAKING AN IMPACT IN OUR COMMUNITY

A look at NNMFHC statistics for the 2025/26 Fiscal Year

%. & I 2

Total In-house Prescriptions Dental Procedures Unique Patients Value of Services
Patient Visits Filled Performed Served Provided

11,746 40,218 13,700 3,376 $9.5M

Together, we can continue building a

to learn more or
make a gift!

Lancaster » Middlesex * Richmond Co. ®* Northumberland * Westmoreland

@ NNMFHC.org Q¢ (804) 435-0575 Q ootz




Restoring and vemembrance:
The effort to save Lancaster's oldest Black cemetery

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

n some areas of Old St. John's Cemetery a small

mound and depression, shrouded in grass and

leaves, is the only sign of a burial site. In other
spots, a simple stake or the remains of a brick or
cinderblock mark a gravesite. Many of the dozens
of headstones, some harder to read than others,
are toppled or leaning.

This long-neglected acreage along a roadside in R — /] el
. - . ; s K L5 aptist Churc
Kilmarnock quietly connects generations of many ' \ £ 3 — Cemetery —

of the Black families in the lower Northern Neck. iR TR i 3 [ Circa 1868

Cemeteries have always served as physical archives,
telling a community’s history, family lineages and cultural
heritage. That’s exactly what Old St. John’s Cemetery does.
On Calvary Drive off Harris Road in Kilmarnock, it was
ignored for nearly a century, overgrown, littered with trash
and hiding among the trees. Until recently, many passed
by the historic cemetery without even knowing it existed.
Today, however, its entrance is plainly marked by two brick
pillars, one with a plaque and brief history. The signage, From left, Kerry Peterson, Bill Lee and the Rev. Gernard Reed are helping to restore Old St. John’s Baptist
pillars and post-and-chain fence that now mark the entrance Church Cemetery in Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
were just erected by Baker Home Repairs LLC in the
spring of 2026.

A massive cleanup day on November 15,2025, attracted
87 volunteers representing 11 churches and organizations.

Several members of the Caster family are buried adjacent to the old cemetery, Photo by Lisa Hinton- An interracial, interdenominational and intergenerational group
Valdrighi gathered on November 15, 2025, to clear the cemetery of brush,

debris and small trees.
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Buenivista Wiggins was only 16 when she died in 1898.
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

“Its been an immense joy to be involved and a part of the historical restoration of the
Cemetery of the Old St. Johns Baptist Church, one of our daughter churches.”-—Richard Abbott,
committee member and pastor of Movattico Baptist Church, the “Mother Church of Baptist Churches

in the Novthern Neck”

It was an interracial, interdenominational and intergenerational
group of volunteers who put in sweat equity to restore and
salvage what remained of the forgotten burial ground.

“This particular cemetery has really caught a lot of notoriety
and community support,” said Kerry Peterson, president of the
Kilmarnock Branch of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints and author of the book Old Saint John'’s Cemetery:
A New Look at a Forgotten Church and a Lost Cemetery In
Kilmarnock, Virginia.

“You could really feel a tangible sense of unity and commu-
nity. It was multigenerational and there were multiple faiths.
There was a real sense of accomplishment,” said the cemetery
advisory committee co-chair Francine Hunter.

“As we did the work,” —both physically and with research—
“we found that if you’re Black and you’ve been here anytime,
say two or three generations, you have an ancestor here,” said
Petersen as he walked the cemetery grounds a few weeks ago
with Bill Lee and the Rev. Gernard Reed. Lee is a Lancaster
county supervisor and member of Calvary Baptist Church in
Kilmarnock. Rev. Reed is the pastor at Mount Vernon Baptist
Church in White Stone.

History

According to Peterson, the original St. John’s Baptist
Church was thought to be located off Harris Road between
Cherry Lane and the current Interfaith Service Council build-
ing. Nothing remains today. No foundation or footing. No
frame or timbers. No signage.

But not far from where historians believed the church sat is
the remains of its cemetery.

According to Hunter, Black members of Morattico Bap-
tist Church asked to be dismissed on July 6, 1867, to form
their own congregation. The resolution passed and St. John’s

Often, a simple stake was used to mark a grave.
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Liston Frazier, a member of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, tackles the remains of a large tree that took down
grave markers when it fell many years ago.

Available books offer

additional insight
on histovic cemeteries

Historian Margaret Hill and pastor
Kerry Petersen have both written
books unearthing facts about the lost,
overlooked and often neglected cem-
eteries in Lancaster County.

Petersen’s book, Old Saint John's
Cemetery:A New Look at a Forgot-
ten Church and a Lost Cemetery in
Kilmaranock Virginia, was published
in November 2025 and deals strictly
with that cemetery. It includes histori-
cal information and lists information
about the families of those believed to
be buried there.

Hill authored her book, In Remem-
brance:  Gravestone Inscriptions
and Burials in Lancaster County,
Virginia, some 20 years ago and it
includes research on “all the cemeter-
ies I could find,” she said. “From His-
toric Christ Church to Old St. John,
which was quite overgrown, and
many in between.”

Both books are available for pur-
chase at the Lancaster Virginia His-
torical Society, 8346 Mary Ball Road,
Lancaster. Hill’s book also is avail-
able on Amazon.
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Workers throw brush, limbs and small trees into a wood chipper during a clean-up day in November 2025 at

the cemetery.

Bill Lee tries to read

the inscription on an old
tombstone. Photo by Lisa
Hinton-Valdrighi

Baptist Church was established in 1868. That church
became the first independent Black congregation in
Lancaster County following the Civil War and the
cemetery was established soon after.

By 1892, the congregation had dissolved and six
baptist churches emerged from that first church,
including Mt. Olive in Wicomico Church, Willie
Chapel in Lancaster, Mt. Vernon in White Stone,
Sharon in Weems and Calvary and New St. John’s,
both in Kilmarnock. With the establishment of New
St. John’s, the original church was then referred to as
Old St. John’s.

Today, four of those churches—Mt. Vernon,
Sharon, Calvary and New St. John’s—own the cem-
etery, which Lee believes is about seven acres in all.

Restoration

Over 20 years ago, James E.C. “Jimmy” Norris,
MD, a native of Lancaster and practicing physician
and surgeon in New York, began an effort to restore
the cemetery. Norris was the son of Lancaster’s first
African American physician, Dr. Morgan E. Norris Sr.

In 2024, per the request of Dr. Norris, Hunter and
Mt. Olive pastor Rev. Dr. Tyron Williams, along with
community members and representatives from the
four steward churches, joined forces with a renewed
energy to reclaim the property from overgrowth and
neglect.

“The real problem is nobody kept good death
records until about 1900,” said Peterson.

Through the initial research of historian Margaret
Hill and Clyde Ratcliffe, 377 persons were docu-
mented to be buried there. A full name supplemental
index to Hill’s book (see sidebar) was compiled by
Margaret Forrester.

Even before the community workday in November,
a comprehensive genealogical investigation began
with more than 2,000 volunteer hours dedicated to
the project, he said.

Over 16,000 death certificates were reviewed and
what began as an effort to identify those buried in
the cemetery morphed into something greater —the
rebuilding of a complete congregational directory,
according to Peterson.

Research confirms 377 documented burials in the cem-
etery but findings suggest there are more than 1,000.

As Peterson, Lee and Rev. Reed walked through
the woods, picking up a stick here or there, they
squinted to read the headstones. Lee examined one
for Buenivista Wiggins, who died in 1898.

Peterson quietly said, “the whole concept here is
respect.”

The committee, spearheaded by Hunter, is seeking
the cemetery’s designation on the Virginia Land-
marks Register and National Registry. An application
for an historic highway marker also has been submit-
ted to the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

Another clean-up day is in the works for the fall. A
community-wide rededication service is planned for
spring 2027.

(-]

St. John's Baptist Church, loc
feet to the left on Harris Road, wa

by free and formerly ens

8t. John's continued until abo
From it er
Mt. Olive,

Itis believed that more than 1,000 individualg
are buried in thig I

New signage recently was placed at the cemetery entrance off of
Harris Road in Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

This tombstone, like many, marked the graves of several
people in the same family. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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o StateFarmr

Proud to support
the neighborhood

As your local State Farm® agent, l'll be there whenever
you need me with Good Neighbor service you can count on.
Give me a call.

Michael Fisher

Agent

5930 Brook Road
Richmond, VA 23227-2258

Bus: 804-264-9443
www.mrfisher.net

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”

State Farm, Bloomington, IL




he age of commercial steamboat travel on the
Rappahannock River started in 1821 and ended in
1937 when the steamboat Anne Arundel made the
last excursion trip up and down the river.
Baltimorean George Weems in 1828 started the first commer-
cial steamboat route on the Rappahannock River. Through the
Antebellum period, steamboats became more prevalent on the
river. In 1830, the Baltimore and Rappahannock Steam Packet
Company started sending the steamboat Rappahannock to the
river on a scheduled basis.
by Larry The golden age of steamboats though was in
Chowning  the 1870-1880s when river wharves were built far
out into the river. The first wharves used on the
Rappahannock were inside of creeks, which made sense — high
creek banks gave protection from wind and weather. If weather-
bound it was also best fo be inside a creek than out on the river
or Chesapeake Bay. Low tides, however, often kept boats from
entering creeks and hindered turn-around space. These issues
often interrupted commerce and schedules.
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Rappahannock River steamboat wharves on the south side of the

river were extended far out to allow for the deep water draft of the
steamboats. North End Wharf or Grinels Wharf near Deltaville was the
first stop on the Middlesex County side of the river. When the steamboat
arrived, the wharf was abuzz with activity as those riding were often met
by relatives or friends. Courtesy of Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum
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The length and size of steamboats like the Middlesex made it difficult at
times for the boats to get into the creek wharves so in the 1880s long
wharves were built out into the rivers to assure regular and uninterrupted
commerce. Courtesy of the late Don and Judy Richwine



Also, the early steamboat wharves were privately owned.
By the 1880s, the business had grown to where the CEOs
in Baltimore steamboat businesses were counting pennies.
Ownership of wharves enhanced profitability and allowed
steamboat companies to control and monopolize the flow of
commerce.

When Baltimore steamboat companies decided to shift
steamboat activity from creeks to rivers it created new
economic centers wherever river docks were located. The
long docks on the river were North End Wharf, also known
as Grinels Wharf, at Deltaville, Mill Creek Wharf at Wake,
Burhan’s Wharf at Locust Hill, West Urbanna Wharf near
Urbanna, Water View Wharf in Middlesex, Bayport and
Bowlers wharves in Essex County, Morattico (also Wheal-
ton’s Wharf) in Lancaster County and Sharps Wharf in Rich-

mond County. There were other wharves against the shoreline

scattered up and down the Rappahannock. The only original
steamboat wharf still standing is Saunders Wharf in Essex
County.

Steamboats brought city-life to county-life and county-life
to city-life. Just like roads and interstate highways later on
provided travel opportunities, the steamboat was that avenue
for past generations.

Tourism

For some communities the steamboat brought a form of
tourism. Due to locations of some river steamboat wharves,
hotels were established at West Urbanna, Morattico and Bay-
port wharves.

West Urbanna Wharf was located at the end of Lord Mott
Road near Urbanna and got its start when William H. Purkins
of Urbanna sold acreage at the mouth of Robinson Creek to
the Baltimore and Susquehanna Steam Company in 1871.

A long pier was built out into the Rappahannock River
and it became known as West Urbanna Wharf, later renamed
Nelson’s Wharf and later known as Remlik Wharf.

Shortly after the dock was built, Captain D.M. (Lang)
Nelson purchased the shoreline river bank near the wharf and
established Hotel Nelson. It became a summertime vacation
spot for families who came from as far away as Philadelphia
and other northern cities via steamboat. They would come
and spend a family week relaxing, playing tennis, croquet,
sunbathing, dancing, crabbing, fishing and dining.

The Hotel Nelson brochure advertised that “the table is
supplied from the Nelson Hotel farm, with plenty of fresh

Captain Lang Nelson purchased
property near West Urbanna
Wharf on Lord Mott Road near
Urbanna and started Nelson’s
Hotel that brought regular
summertime customers from
Philadelphia and Baltimore for a

week’s stay at the hotel for fun '

and relaxation. After a while,

people started calling the wharf ¢

Nelson’s Wharf. Courtesy of
Middlesex County Museum
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The inside of the waiting room at Saunders Wharf was wood paneled.
When this photo was taken in 1991 a museum was inside of the old wharf
Saunders Wharf in Essex County is the last remaining steamboat dock on the Rappahannock River. Photo structure with items on display from the steamboat era. Photo by Larry
by Larry Chowning Chowning
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vegetables, chickens and eggs, from the river plenty of fresh
fish, and from Baltimore Captain Nelson buys his meat, west-
ern meat, not the tough, country variety.”

The hotel also advertised that “the average country resort
gets its ice from artificial ponds, with water supplied from
questionable sources and may be the open door to serious ill-
ness,” it stated.

“The Nelson Hotel gets its drinking water from a well
seven hundred and twenty-two feet deep with ice made from
artesian well water,” it stated.

“To those desiring a quiet resting place for the summer,
where good country food is bountifully served, and thinking
more of health than show, here it is.”

“Hotel Nelson is reached by boat from Baltimore or
Fredericksburg, via Maryland, Delaware and Virginia Rail-
road Co’s steamboats,” the brochure stated.

Agriculture

Burhan’s Wharf was located in Locust Hill at the end of
what is today Burhan’s Wharf Road. Burhan’s Steamboat
Wharf was founded in 1887. John S. Burhans, a native of
Westfield, N.J., built Burhans” Wharf. That same year a post
office named Cooper was started in a building on the shore
near the wharf. The wharf was constructed near where the old
Brandon Plantation (tobacco) pier had been located a century
earlier. Many of the first steamboat wharves went back to
tobacco and Colonial shipping.

The late Sherman Holmes Sr. grew up near the wharf and in
an interview in the 1990s spoke of the way cucumbers from
his father’s field were sold and transported via steamboat to
Baltimore.

“My father was an oysterman and farmer. A representative
for a pickle company would be at the wharf at harvest time
for farmers to bring and sell cucumbers. My father had a

contract with a buyer in Baltimore to provide so many bags of

cucumber per season.

“The cucumbers were counted and graded (different sizes)
and we were paid so much for the different sizes,” he said. “I
remember this very distinctly. The buyer representative said
my father was a very honest man. Whatever count he gave
they accepted it. We would bring them down here in large
burlap bags.

“We also ordered our fertilizer from Baltimore and it was
brought to the dock by steamboat,” he said. “It arrived in 200-
Ib. bags but later the fertilizer company downsized the bags to
167 lbs. charging the same price for the 200-1b. bags. That did
not make my father happy.

“We would come down to the wharf in horse and wagon to
pick the fertilizer up. There was a cart on a railroad track that
we used to push the bags of fertilizer to shore and we would
load it onto the wagon and take it home,” he said.

Homecomin

The late Sherman Holmes Sr.’s family has generationally
been members of Calvary Baptist Church at Christchurch. He
recalls when North End Wharf was the gateway to Middlesex
County and traveling down to meet friends and relatives
coming home for the annual summertime revival.

“We always had our revivals in August, and it always began
on the third Sunday — that was Homecoming Sunday. It was
a time of celebration, picnics, gospel singing, and some fiery
preaching. Lord boy, some of the best eating in the world was
at those revivals.

“All the people who had moved to the cities to get jobs
would come home for some of that good old down-home
cookin’ and religion and it was great fun,” he said. “On that
Saturday night before revival, lots of people in the church
would meet at North End Wharf to see who was coming off
the boat going to the revival. There were cars lined up along
the sides of the road for miles waiting for the boat.

“You see, that was the first wharf on the Middlesex side of
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A.W. Harrow received one lot of household goods, one bale of hay, one bag of corn and one horse
and wagon off the steamboat Avalon owned by the Maryland Steamboat Company at Jackson
Creek Wharf in 1893. The freight cost was $10.40. Courtesy of Willard and Shirley Norris

This photo of a group sitting on West Urbanna Steamboat Wharf rail cart belonged to Miss Olive
Ann (Ollie) Bristow who taught in a one-room school on the property of William Henly Healy near
Forest Chapel Church at Warner. Written on the back it stated she sent it to Baltimore through
West Urbanna Wharf Express Office to have “the boy with the cross over his head enlarged and
his eyes tinted blue.” Courtesy of Mary and Danny Loving

Nelson Hotel at West Urbanna Wharf was a by-product of Baltimore steamboat companies
creating long Rappahannock River steamboat docks. Courtesy of L.M. Carlton Jr.



the river where the boat stopped,” he said. “The steamboat
got there around 11:30 or 12 o’clock at night. We would all

Jackson Creek Wharf was built in
1885 by Tom and Mark Hewitt.
The wharf extended across
Jackson Creek channel over

the sandbar off of Stove Point

and ended facing Chesapeake
Bay. The end of the pier was

in deep enough water that
steamboats could come and

go. Jackson Creek Wharf was

the only wharf in the county that
had a draw over the channel that
opened and closed so boats could
come and go through the channel.
@ Filed image
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stand at the end of the dock waiting. When they would get off
the boat, I can see the people now, screaming and crying, and
hugging and kissing for joy. You know, there is nothing like a

homecoming.”

The longest whar,

Morattico Wharf, also called Whealton’s Wharf, is con-
sidered to have been the longest steamboat pier on the
Rappahannock. By the 1920s the steamboat had brought
commerce to Morattico. Baltimore’s Lord Mott vegetable
processing plant had established two local branches one at
Morattico Wharf and another at West Urbanna Wharf.

The community also boasted a doctor’s office, country
store, a small cafe, hotel, seafood processing plant next to
the wharf and an oyster holding shed located near the end of
the wharf. All this was fueled by the steamboat coming and
going.

At some point, oyster shells from the wharf were thrown

into the water. Today, the only physical reminder of the wharf

are shell piles underwater where recreational fishermen troll
along the edges for rockfish.

For a dime, young boys would haul passengers’ baggage in
small wagons going to and from the hotel. Newlywed couples
used the steamboat for honeymoon trips where Morattico
Hotel provided a night or two stay. The steamboat was also
the fastest form of transportation at the time to reach a hospi-
tal.

On Monday morning if a man needed a suit cleaned and
pressed, he could put it on a steamboat bound for a cleaners
in Baltimore and it would arrive back on Thursday ready for
church on Sunday.

The end

With the introduction of Virginia’s Bryd Road Act of 1932
that turned over the maintenance of secondary highways to the
state, resulting in improved inland transportation, the steam-
boat era stopped and the commerce surrounding villages like
Morattico, Sharps, Water View, and Bowlers dried up.

The popularity of automobiles and roads worked to the
advantage of other communities such as Kilmarnock, White
Stone, Tappahannock and Gloucester, all located on main
thoroughfares.

The steamboat and life surrounding the wharves, though,
have a special aura about it that makes the Rappahannock
steamboat era a special place in time!

Burhan’s Steamboat Wharf at Locust Hill had a post office named Cooper. A pickle factory was also
located on shore where local farmers sold cucumbers and were paid so much for each basket of 100
cucumbers. The rail car carried cans and freight from the end of the wharf to shore. The wharf was
named after John S. Burhan of New Jersey who built the wharf in 1887. Courtesy of the late Jack Miller

The Morattico Steamboat Wharf is considered the have been the longest Rappahannock River
steamboat wharf to exist. To learn more about Morattico's long wharf visit the Morattico Waterfront
Museum Saturdays noon-4 p.m. and Sundays 1-4 p.m. Courtesy of the Morattico Waterfront Museum
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This early 20th century
Middlesex County African-
American schoolhouse
served about 30 students
from first grade to high
school and was one of
several neighborhood
one-room schools in the
county. (It is no longer
standing.) Courtesy of the
Middlesex County Museum

Undated photo of

Merry Point Wharf on the
Corrotoman River. Photo
courtesy Steamboat Era
Museum

REEDVILLE
FISHERMEN'S
MUSEUM

WHERE HISTORY AND COMMUNITY MEET

Set along Cockrell Creek, the Reedville Fishermen'’s
Museum brings the maritime history of the
Northern Neck to life through historic buildings,
working boats, exhibits, artifacts, archives, and
educational programs. The Museum preserves and
shares the stories, traditions, and industries that
shaped Reedville and the Chesapeake Bay.

The Museum is more than a place to explore the
past—it’s a vibrant part of the community, bringing
people together through family programs, exhibits,
concerts, boat building, and beloved annual events.

Come explore, gather, and experience the heritage
of Reed\ville for yourself.

Phone: 804-453-6529
Website: www.rfmuseum.org
Address: 504 Main Street Reedville, VA 22539
Our Mission: To protect and share the maritime history of
Reedville and the lower Chesapeake Bay through educational

programs, exhibits, and community activities, while enhancing the ==
lives of the area’s residents and visitors. -
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Personal and Commercial Insurance

Home Auto
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(804) 435-1144
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FESTIVAL HALLE IS NOW OPEN FOR EVENT RENTALS.
: To learn more or book your date, contact em@rfmuseum.org

177 Main Street Reed\ville, VA 22539




22\ CHESAPEAKE
ZON HOMES

Your local Design/Build firm
Specializing in Modular Homes

804-435-7706

Please call to schedule appointments/consultations
www.ches-homes.com e 202 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock

AliSON’S A‘CE (HARdWARE

Serving the Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula for over 50 years

804-529-7578
N

3010 Northumberland Highway
A“SON’S
AWNINGS

Lottsburg, VA 22511
allisonsace@yahoo.com - allisonsacehardware.com |

NiSON’S ACE
mmmgt

peal}e"s since 1970

HONORING Our HERITAGE. CREATING Our FUTURE.

¢

For 55+ years, The Lancaster Players has been a home for community theatre -
where volunteers and patrons come together to share the power of live storytelling.

From our beginnings as an after-school endeavor to today’s full season of plays,
musicals, and youth programs, we remain rooted in the talents of neighbors who
build, design, perform, and host. Their dedication is our heritage.

/f live theatre sparks your imagination, come be a part of our SfOO/fB//lhj tradition!

361 Chesapeake Drive, White Stone | lancasterplayers.org | 804 435 3776
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l\/las@n Realt lnc

Serving Tidewater Virginia’'s |V|Idd|e Peninsula
and Northern Neck Area

Your Local Realtors Since 1957

Farms, Land, Homes, Acreage, Waterfront, Cottages,
Estates, Lots and Commercial Properties

www.masonrealty.com

3 Convenient locations

SALUDA URBANNA DELTAVILLE
804-758-2777 804-758-5372 804-776-9295
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