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Virginia State Oyster Shucking Champion Deborah 
Pratt, far left, of Jamaica in Middlesex County, 
won last year’s Urbanna Oyster Festival shucking 
competition. She poses with, continuing from 
left, Urbanna Oyster Festival mascot Ms. Oyster 

and 2020 men’s division winner Robert Minor of 
Mathews. In the background are people modeling 
the 2020 Urbanna Oyster Festival T-shirts. Some 
were volunteers who ran the shucking contest. 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, last year’s shucking 

competition was presented as an online, rather 
than in-person, event. This year, however, things 
are back to normal and great fun is on tap. See 
related stories, page 8.                                                                            
                                       (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

ON THE COVER: Ms. Oyster, Jamaica shucking sensation, expected to return

See Complete Listings: www.cysboat.com

DELTAVILLE 
YACHTING CENTER
& CHESAPEAKE YACHT SALES

Classic Integrity ~ Quality Service

Located on Broad Creek between the 
Rappahannock & Piankatank Rivers

Boatyard, slips & boatel storage

Catalina, Carolina Classic, Albin & Mainship Specialists

Full Service Repair & Rebuild Shop 
Certified Technicians

ABYC • Cummins • Yanmar • Onan • Cruisair

18355 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville, VA 23043

Yacht Sales
New & Used New 2022 Catalina 315

Nicely Equipped
Ready for immediate delivery

NEW 2022 True North 34 OE
Now on Location

FEATURED BOATS FOR SALE

1993 Catalina 42’  $79,900
2000 Catalina 32’  $59,900
2000 Grady White 30’  $68,000
1981 DeFever 44’  $99,000

List your boat with CYS to get it sold!

804-776-9898 • www.DYCBoat.com • info@dycboat.com



Buying or Selling? Call us today! We are here to 
assist you with all your Real Estate Needs.

Joanie’s Cottage
Walkable to everything. Enjoy sitting on the outside rear 
patio listening to the birds. Very peaceful setting, We offer 
high speed internet at all of our properties.

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Rivah Tyme
Relax and kick back in this special spot. Walk to shops, and 
restaurants. Marina close by. Lots of character and charm. 
Come experience Urbanna, Va and make many memories! 

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Tom’s Nest
Coming spring of 2022. Downtown Urbanna. Named in mem-
ory of my dad, ”Tom,” who raced boats here in the 60’s. Just 
steps away to shops, grocery store, restaurants and more.

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Come to Urbanna and 
take in all it has to offer!

804-577-7773
rivahproperties.com

price properties is a small team with big energy!
Full service real estate Firm • local market experts

providing exceptional service to
our clients For over 18 years.

Debbie Price-Jolly
(540) 272-3633

Jennifer Bishop
(804) 694-6364

Your Boutique Real Estate Firm
Serving Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck
“RIVAH LIFE - We Live it, Know it, Love it!”

121 Cross Street
Urbanna, VA 23175

32 N. Main Street 
Kilmarnock VA 22482
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by Tom Chillemi

W hen leaves 
change color 
and the air 
is crisp, it’s 

time for the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival — Virginia’s official 
Oyster Festival!

The 64th Urbanna Oyster 

Festival is set for Friday and 
Saturday, Nov. 5 and 6, and 
once again the event promises 
good times, delicious food, 
two parades, live music on 
three stages, historic buyboats, 
crowning of the Oyster 
Festival Queen and Little 
Miss Spat, the Virginia Oyster 
Shucking Contest and more. 

This year’s festival marks its 
return to its full, traditional, 
in-person format, after using 
a scaled-back, mostly online 
format last year in response to 
COVID-19 concerns.

However, this year, streets 
of Urbanna will again be lined 
with food vendors vying for 
the palates of thousands of 
visitors. Oysters, prepared 
with flair, will be everywhere 
— raw on the half shell, 
roasted, fried, warmed in 
stews and sandwiched as 
fritters. But, save room for 
dessert. How about a funnel 
cake, a festival favorite?

In addition, visitors can 
enjoy crab soup, crab bisque, 
seafood chowder, clams, crab 
cakes, shrimp, fish, corn 
dogs, sausages, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, turkey legs, roast 
beef, kettle corn, roasted nuts, 
ice cream, cotton candy, snow 
cones, candy apples and many 
other goodies. 

As always, the Kiwanis 
Club of Middlesex will offer 
its raw and roasted oysters, 
the Woman’s Club will dip up 
its famous crab bisque and the 
Middlesex Lions Club returns 
this year with its mouth-
watering oyster fritters.

After you’ve eaten your 
fill, take a rest at one of the 
three music stages for some 
continuous live music. 

Then stroll down to the 
Urbanna Town Marina at 
Upton’s Point to see and tour 
restored oyster buyboats and 

the schooner “Lynx,” a replica 
of an American privateer.

At the waterfront visitors 
can try the hands-on oystering 
exhibits, touch tank ecosystem 
and enjoy the music and 
displays.

Walking will help work up 
an appetite. So, mosey back 
up town to Festival Village, 
get a snack. If it’s Friday, get 
a seat for the crowning of 
the Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Queen and Little Miss Spat 
at 1 p.m. inside the Urbanna 
firehouse. This year, the four 
Queen contestants and four 
Little Miss Spat contestants 
raised more than $19,998 and 
contributed more than 496 
hours of community service.

Stick around on Friday 
for the Fireman’s Parade at 7 
p.m. It’s just the first of two 
parades. The Fireman’s Dance 
featuring the top 40 sounds 
of the Janitors band follows 
Friday’s parade at 8 p.m. 

Again this year, antique 
and classic vehicles will be 
on display at the corner of 
Waverly and Virginia streets, 
across from the Urbanna 
firehouse, on Saturday, Nov. 
6, starting at 9 a.m. 

On Saturday, the 
Virginia Oyster Shucking 
Championship is at 11 a.m. 
behind the firehouse. If you’ve 
ever tried to open an oyster, 
you’ll marvel at the speed 
and dexterity as professional 
contestants shuck two dozen 
oysters in less than 3 minutes. 
You’ll also enjoy watching 
the amateurs wrestle with 
opening the tight bivalves.

On Saturday at 2 p.m., 
the popular Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Parade with more 
than 50 entries winds its way 

through town on a route that 
bypasses the main part of 
Virginia Street.

Community Row, featuring 
local vendors, will be on one 
side of Virginia Street on the 
way to the waterfront.

On Saturday only, six 
shuttles will transport senior 
and handicapped persons 
across the bridge to and from 
parking areas on the Rosegill 
(east) side of town. The shuttle 
runs from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
fee is $2 per person each 
way with proceeds benefiting 
the Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department of Urbanna.

A variety of entertainment 
has been booked for the 
Urbanna Oyster Festival’s 
three stages and on the porch 
of the Old Tobacco Warehouse 
on both Friday and Saturday. 
See pages 12-13 for a full 
entertainment schedule.

The festival runs from 10 
a.m.-midnight on Friday and 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday.

Official Oyster Festival 
parking prices on both sides 
of town will be $20 on Friday 
and Saturday. A portion 
of the parking fees offset 
Oyster Festival expenses 
and contribute to Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Foundation 
programs and its promotion 
of the festival. Since 1991, 
the foundation has sponsored 
the festival.

There are a number of 
smaller parking lots in town 
that will be available Friday 
and until 9 a.m. on Saturday. 

Vehicles will be restricted 
from entering or leaving town 
between 6-8 p.m. on Friday.

Cars parked in town on 
Saturday will not be able 
to leave until the roads are 
re-opened at about 8 p.m.

Handicapped parking 
is on the west side of town 
and will be at the corner of 
Virginia Street and Red Hill 
Drive. It is operated by the 
K-9 Alert Search and Rescue 
Dogs, which benefits from 
the parking fees. Follow the 
signs.

Come early, stay late and 
wear walking shoes, because 
there’s lots to see, hear and do 
at the Oyster Festival. It’s all 
happening only in Urbanna, 
as it has since 1957. 

For information, visit www.
urbannaoysterfestival.com.

Welcome to the 64th Urbanna Oyster Festival

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10-4

Sunday 11-3

240B Virginia Street  •  Urbanna, VA 

804-758-4000
Appointments a Must for Sharing From Your Closet

Gary’s Well, Pump &
Powerwashing Service

Powerwashing • Boats • Homes • Decks • Piers

Well pump sales & service • Licensed & Insured

Ready to hook up to the new wateR system?
Give us a call.

Gary Blake     Hardyville, VA     804-418-0115

The ALLEN
GROUP, Inc.

230 Prince George Street, Urbanna  •  758-2037
www.allengroupbuilders.com
160 Cross Street  •  Urbanna

758-2037
www.allengroupbuilders.com

K9 Bubble Baths
Pet Grooming

Baths • Trimming • Nails

We treat your pet to a fun, relaxed spa day!

Call Sheri Blake for Appointment

804-314-0179
Hardyville, VA

Thank you everyone for your 
overwhelming support.  

Love what you do...do what you love.



DELTAVILLE  
17229 General Puller Hwy

(804) 776-9297

URBANNA 
61 Cross Street
(804) 758-2430

MATHEWS
208 Main Street
(804) 725-5680

WHITE STONE
608 Rappahannock Drive 

(804) 435-2644

W W W. H O R S L E Y R E A L E S TAT E . C O M

We Have you Covered for  ALL  Buy ing and Se l l ing  Needs 
FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1975  |   4 OFFICE LOCATIONS |   30+ AGENTS

WINNER 
8 Consecutive Years!

we missed you last year! 
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The 2021 Oyster Festival 
Queen and Little Miss Spat 
will be crowned Friday, Nov. 
5, at 1 p.m. inside the Urbanna 
firehouse at 335 Virginia St. This 
year, the four Queen contestants 

and four Little Miss Spat 
contestants raised more than 
$19,998 and contributed more 
than 496 hours of community 

Four high school seniors seek title 
of Urbanna Oyster Festival Queen

1960 – Jean Stone 
1961 – Tommy Lou Cusimano
1962 – Mary Kay Mercer 
1963 – Chalie Pierce 
1964 – Sandra Ward
1965 – Frances Marie Hall 
1966 – Barbara Davis
1967 – Julie Marshall
1967 – Joyce Bowen
1968 – Patrice Thrift
1969 – Sheila Moore
1970 – Debra Marshall
1971 – Susan Harrow 
1972 – Sandra Hogge
1973 – Carolyn Norton
1974 – Sharon Harrow
1975 – Susan Crittenden
1976 – Kathy Redmon
1977 – Shannon Warren
1978 – Leslie Pugh
1979 – Diana Durham
1980 – Tammy Jackson
1981 – Michele Mankowski
1982 – Tara Fuccella
1983 – Sandra Brahn
1984 – Noele Mankowski 
1985 – Kelly McMurtrie
1986 – Sara Townsend
1987 – Gloria Mercer
1988 – Lisa Handley 
1989 – Connie Wright 

1990 – Stephanie Henley
1991 – Genessa Dail
1992 – Tammy Lynn Jackson
1993 – Jennifer Wright 
1994 – Addie Rowlson-Hall 
1995 – Katie Rothery 
1996 – Jenny Walters
1997 – LaNae Briggs
1998 – Crystle Felthouse
1999 – Hannah Chowning
2000 – Ashley Rowe 
2001 – Kelly Proctor
2002 – Casey Haynes
2003 – Lily Smith
2004 – Brittany Jones
2005 – Charlee Eades
2006 – Kenleighe Longest 
2007 – Maggie Ballantyne
2008 – Ashley Figg
2009 – Kendall McNamee
2010 – Lauren Figg
2011 – Allison Crittenden
2012 – Allison Payne
2013 – Leigh Harrow
2014 – Angel Abbott
2015 – Austen-Taylor Dozier
2016 – Hailey Walton
2017 – Haley Revere
2018 – Elizabeth Wilding
2019 – Marissa Halbig
2020 – Katie Brooke

Oyster Festival Queens
from yesteryear listed

Oyster Festival Little Miss Spats from yesteryear listed
1966 – Marie Barrett
1967 – Karen Strickland 
1968 – Emma Jean Williams 
1969 – Gwendolyn Major 
1970 – Stacey Green
1971 – Linda Linthicum
1972 – Janna Fuccella 
1973 – Stephanie Brill 
1974 – Wendy Burch
1975 – Cathy Kirby
1976 – Allison Hight

1977 – Carrie Randall
1978 - Margaret Montgomery
1979 – Wendy Coulson
1980 – Jennifer Jenkins
1981 – Kate Gaskins
1982 – Farrah Schultz
1983 – Brooke Ailsworth
1984 – McKann Folliard 
1985 – Catherine Woodard
1986 – Shannon Russell
1987 – Lisa Boone

1988 – Heather Wilson
1989 – Jennifer Reardon
1990 – Sharon Carole White 
1991 – Jamie Mears
1992 – Blair Rainier
1993 – Patricia Tanksley
1994 – Kimberly Hayes
1995 – Abby Rose Cosimini
1996 – Elly Montague
1997 – Kristin Jessie
1998 – Maggie Hall

1999 – Christine Rodgers
2000 – Allison Crittenden
2001 – Sarah Grace Hurley
2002 – Sarah Goodrich
2003 – Lauren Bleeker
2004 – Maggie Bull
2005 – Hailey Walton
2006 – Emilie Smith
2007 – Sarah Walton
2008 – Hope Britton
2009 – Katie Brooke

2010 – Emma Fairheart
2011 – Abigail Smiley
2012 – Bailey Fairheart
2013 – Anna Carey
2014 – Kallie Robins
2015 – Rori Stuart
2016 – Hannah Lambert
2017 – Bailey Pullman
2018 – Nadya Crader
2019 – Adalyn Parsley
2020 – Caroline Ward

(Photos by Don Richeson)

(See Queen, Page 7)

Kaydence Congleton and Faith Whitaker Madysen Davis and Emalynn Norwood

Haylie Foster and Piper Anderson Kendall Lucas and Caroline Entsminger



Mas n Realty, Inc.

MILL CREEK – “Wake House” – Over 18 ac of well-maintained waterfront conveniently located on Mill Creek.  
Paved drive leads to this well-kept 4 BR, 3 BA brick ranch home with many nice updates and ample living space 
with 4,100+ sqft. Finished basement with extra kitchen for entertaining inside and out, detached barn that makes 
a great party room, separate storage shed, pier/boathouse, 2 boat lifts. Deck overlooking water. Great family com-
pound or equestrian property – comprised of 4 parcels.                                                        $1,425,000  
RD Johnson 804-815-8320 
rd@masonrealty.com

MEACHIM CREEK – Topping – Privately situated on over 4½ acres… Main house with 3 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, 
large living room/kitchen combination, Florida room with screen porch access, rear deck, attached 2 car ga-
rage.  Automatic generator.  Guest house with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, central heat/air, nice deck on waterside.  De-
tached 70’ x 30’ garage with office and ½ bath.                                                                  NOW  $775,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 
eric@masonrealty.com

QUEEN ANNE’S COVE – Town of Urbanna – Pristine condo with screened porch, sand beach, super 
Rappahannock River views, boat ramp.  Updated kitchen with new cabinets, Granite counters and stainless-
steel appliances. Golf cart friendly town!                                                                                    $449,500 
Craig Hall 804-815-8494 
craig@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Great 3 bedroom, 1 bath home with updated kitchen and bath, front porch and large rear deck with built-in seat-
ing.  Concrete driveway, town water/sewer, nice storage shed, fenced back yard.  Sold “As Is”.                                 $195,000 
RD Johnson 804-815-8320 
rd@masonrealty.com

PIANKATANK RIVER – Hartfield - 2 bedroom, 1 bath home with wide river views of the Piankatank River.  Living room with 
fireplace, eat-in kitchen.  Nice waterfront deck.  Lots of space for addition!  2.16 ac with appx. 200’ frontage on the river.  $449,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 
eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA HARBOUR – Lovely waterfront lot in great com-
munity located on Urbanna Creek.  Pretty views!  Deep wa-
ter boat slips available – Floating docks.  Quaint subdivision 
just across the bridge from Town of Urbanna.  Come build 
your dream home or getaway home!           NOW $180,000 
Craig Hall 804-815-8494 
craig@masonrealty.com

HARTFIELD – New Construction – Piankatank Shores – (to 
be built) 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch style home with Granite 
countertops, stainless appliances, and tiled bathroom floors.  
Deeded water access to the Piankatank River.  $239,900  
RD Johnson 804-815-8320 
rd@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Excellent investment opportunity on the 
outskirts of the Town of Urbanna.  Over 44 acres with ap-
proximately 9 acres open and balanced wooded.  Prop-
erty consists of 59 platted and recorded lots.  Elevation of 
property affords very desirable views and building sites.  
475’ frontage on Old Virginia Street and 40’ right of way 
to Town Bridge Road. Many possibilities!          $750,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 
eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – 10.9 acres at edge of Town – Great develop-
ment potential!  Approximately 6 acres open and balance 
wooded.  Perfect for multi-family or apartments.  Mostly level 
topography.  Estate Sale $325,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 
eric@masonrealty.com

Urbanna 758-5372 | Saluda 758-2777 | Deltaville 776-9295 | www.masonrealty.com | 

Since 1957 — Mason Real ty, Inc. and URbanna oysteR FestIval 
celebR atIng oveR 60 yeaRs togetheR

PENDING

PENDING

Queen . . .
(Continued from page 6)

service for the betterment of this 
community.

As the Oyster Festival has 
evolved over the years, so has 
the selection of the Queen and 
Little Miss Spat (a spat is a baby 
oyster). What was once a beauty 
pageant is now a scholarship-
based competition for the 
Queens. The Queen contestants 
must be high school seniors and 
residents of Middlesex County. 
Each Queen contestant mentors 
a first-grade contestant as her 
Little Miss Spat.

The Queen and Little Miss 
Spat competition starts early 
in the spring and extends until 
the crowning. The 2021 Queen 
contestants and their Little 
Miss Spat contestants include 
Kaydence Congleton and Faith 
Whitaker; Madysen Davis and 
Emalynn Norwood; Haylie 
Foster and Piper Anderson; 
Kendall Lucas and Caroline 
Entsminger

The Queen contestants are 
judged in five areas: individual 
community service project, 
individual judges’ interview, 
academic achievement, a 
spontaneously written response 
to a random question, and overall 
participation in the competition.

The Little Miss Spat 
contestants are judged separately 
from the Queens in the following 
areas: participation at an ice 
cream social and a tea party, 
individual judges’ interview, and 
overall participation.

The foundation of this 
competition is character building 
and community service. Each 
Queen contestant must volunteer 
a minimum of 25 hours 
benefiting Middlesex County. 

Scholarships for the Queen 
contestants have been made 
possible by the generosity 
of local businesses. Queen 
sponsors are Bethpage Camp-
Resort, C&F Bank, Dr. C. Ben 
Lennon, Faulkner Funeral Homes 
Bristow-Faulkner Chapel-Saluda, 
Ferguson Oyster Company 
Retail Seafood Market, Grey’s 
Point Camp, Jason and Emilie 
Rowe, J&W Seafood, Riverside 
Walter Reed Hospital, Rosegill 
Development LLC, Primis Bank, 
Thurston Properties, Thurston 
Spring Service, Towne Insurance, 
River Wood Works, and Ryman’s 
A/C & Heating.

Sponsors for the Little Miss 
Spat competition are River Birch 
Nursery, Unique Golf Carts, 
and Massey Urbanna Builders’ 
Supply.
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23rd Annual Boot Sale:
Saturday, Nov. 13 th

One day only!
Extended store hours 9am - 4pm

Storewide savings 10-50% Off
Best prices of the year!

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

T-Town Tack’s Famous BRUNSWICK 
STEW samples to try and Quarts for 

sale to take home!
1309 Tappahannock Blvd. • 804-443-4614

Pre-Sidewalk Sale
Starts

Friday, Nov. 12th

10am - 6pm

Celebrating our

Builders • residential • CommerCial

We Specialize in:
Carpet • Vinyl • Area Rugs • Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl Tile • Custom Rug Binding

Ceramic Tile • Laminate • VCT • Area Rug Cleaning

Serving the Middle Penninsula &
Northern Neck for over 30 years.

10860 Gen. Puller Hwy., Hartfield
804-776-6611

www.mill-end.com

Oyster Shucking Contest is at the firehouse
The Virginia Oyster Shucking Contest, 

sponsored by Rappahannock Oyster Company, 
will start at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6, behind 
the Middlesex Volunteer Fire Department 
firehouse at 335 Virginia St.

Since Urbanna is the home of Virginia’s 
“official” Oyster Festival, it is only appropriate 
that some of the best oyster shuckers in the 
world practice their trade near the town. The 
top professional shucker in the contest wins 
$300. The first place prize in each of the men’s 
and women’s divisions is $100; second, $50; 
and third, $25.

The winner is declared state champion and 

advances to compete in the National Oyster 
Shucking Contest in St. Mary’s County, Md., 
in October 2022.

Expected to compete are former national 
women’s oyster shucking champions 
Clementine Macon and Deborah Pratt of 
Jamaica in upper Middlesex. Pratt, the current 
state champion, is a six-time national oyster 
shucking champion.

There will be an amateur shucking 
competition with a plaque for the winner, and 
an official Oyster Festival poster for second 
and third place finishers. Registration begins 
at 9 a.m. behind the firehouse.

The Virginia Oyster Shucking Contest, sponsored by Rappahannock Oyster Company, is 
always a popular event. It will start at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 6, behind the firehouse. 
There will be professional and amateur divisions. Registration begins at 9 a.m. behind the 
firehouse.                                                                              (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Shucking sensation Pratt won last year, expected back
Deborah Pratt of Jamaica 

won yet another Virginia State 
Oyster Shucking Championship 
last year. Pratt prevailed against 
men’s division winner Robert 
Minor of Mathews in the 
Oct. 31, 2020 competition in 

Urbanna.
Pratt claimed the title by 

shucking 24 oysters with a time 
of 3:34 minutes to Minor’s 4:04.

Pratt has won numerous 
Virginia State Oyster Shucking 
Championships and been 

featured in tourism media 
posters. She also once finished 
second in the world oyster 
shucking competition in Ireland. 

Carla Rudolph of Hayes was 
only other shucker competing in 
the women’s division in Urbanna 
last year and she finished four 
seconds behind Pratt with a 
“corrected” time of 4:41 to 
Pratt’s 4:37. The corrected time 
is determined by evaluating 
how cleanly the oysters are 
shucked. For example, there are 
time penalties added if an oyster 
is not free from the shell, or 
there is a piece of shell in it. The 
judges were Keith Clark and 
Larry Shores Jr.

Five shuckers competed in 
the men’s division in 2020. The 
finishing order, with corrected 
times, is as follows:

• First, Robert Minor, 
Mathews, 3:57.

• Second, Davila Redmond, 
Jamaica, Va., 4:24.

• Third, Joe McComas, 
Topping, 4:39.

• Fourth, Kasay Smith, 
Deltaville, 4:42.

• Fifth, Sam Davis, Urbanna, 
5:09.

The Urbanna Oyster Festival Oyster Shucking Competition 
involves both amateurs and pros and always attracts a large 
audience behind the Urbanna firehouse. 
                                                    (Photo by Tom Chillemi)
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Corporate sponsors
Bethpage Camp-Resort/

Grey’s Point Camp, C&F Bank, 
Dominion Energy, Ken Houtz 
Chevrolet-Buick Inc., Primis 
Bank, Quarles Petroleum, 
Rappahannock River Oysters, 
Rosegill Development LLC, 
Shores and Ruark Seafood 
Co., The Allen Group Inc., and 
Virginia Lottery.

Festival support
Town of Urbanna, Affordable 

Lawn Care, County of 
Middlesex, Creative DeSIGNS 
of Virginia, Christchurch 
School Admissions, Dodd RV, 
Folliard & Hall Insurance, 
Gloucester Toyota, IsaBell 
K. Horsley Real Estate Ltd., 
Kathleen M. Hall CPA, PC, 
Land & Coates Equipment, 
Mason Realty Inc., Middlesex 
Kiwanis Club, Middlesex 
Rescue Squad, Middlesex 
Sheriff’s Office, Middlesex 
County Supervisors, Middlesex 
Health Dept., Middlesex High 
School, Middlesex Vol. Fire 
Dept., Middlesex Woman’s 
Club, Radio Communications 
of Virginia, River City Golf 
Carts, SRJ & Associates, 
Something Different, startsmall.
THINKBIG! Marketing, The 
Allen Group Inc., Family of 
Charles M. Bristow Jr., Family of 
Syd Thrift, Thurston Properties, 
Tom Davis - WRAR Radio, 
University of Virginia, Urbanna 
Business Association, Urbanna 
Market Foods, Urbanna Town 
Marina at Upton’s Point, 
Virginia Dept. of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, Virginia 
Dept. of Transportation, 
Virginia Peninsula Public 
Service Authority-VPPSA, 
Virginia State Police, and 
Virginia Tourism Corp.

Scholarship sponsors
Scholarships for the Queen 

contestants have been made 
possible by the generosity 
of local businesses. Queen 
sponsors are Bethpage Camp-
Resort, C&F Bank, Dr. C. 
Ben Lennon, Faulkner Funeral 
Homes Bristow-Faulkner 
Chapel-Saluda, Ferguson 
Oyster Company Retail Seafood 
Market, Grey’s Point Camp, 
Jason and Emilie Rowe, J&W 
Seafood, Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital, Rosegill Development 
LLC, Primis Bank, Thurston 

Properties, Thurston Spring 
Service, Towne Insurance, River 
Wood Works, and Ryman’s A/C 
& Heating.

Sponsors for the Little Miss 
Spat competition are River 
Birch Nursery, Florist & Gifts, 
Unique Golf Carts, and Massey 
Urbanna Builders’ Supply.

Pearl sponsors
Bay Design Group, Camper’s 

Trophies & Awards, East Coast 

Boat Lifts Inc., Hampton Inn-
Gloucester, Kathleen M. Hall 
CPA, PC, Land & Coates 
Outdoor Power Equipment, 
Middle Peninsula Insurance 
Agency Inc., Rappahannock 
Press/Southside Sentinel, 
Rappahannock Rentals Inc., 
and Shores & Shores Inc.-
Marine Construction.

Gold sponsors
Birdseed’s Electrical  Service 

Inc., Dobe Run Kennel, Folliard 
& Hall Insurance, James H. 
Ward Jr. Attorney, Lawyers 
Title/Middle Peninsula, M&M 
Building Supply-Hartfield, 
Marshall’s Drug Store & Soda 
Fountain, Middlesex Woman’s 
Club Inc., Pitts Lumber Co. 
Inc., R.S. Bristow Store, 
Ryman’s A/C & Heating Inc., 
Saluda Veterinary Clinic, and 
Thrift Oil Co. Inc.

Silver sponsors
Autry & Associates Food 

Service, Dr. and Mrs. James 
Robusto, Eric N. Miller 
DDS, PC, Fleet Brothers Inc., 
Hampton Inn-Gloucester, 
Harrow’s Home Center Inc., 
Hurd’s Hardware, Joseph T. 
Buxton III PC Trust Builder, 
Leasure’s Wrecker Service, Mi 
Jalisco Mexican Restaurant, 
Nimcock Gallery, and The Fit-
It Shop.

Urbanna Oyster Festival 2021 sponsors listed

For All Of Your  
Residential Real Estate Needs

315 Cross Street • P.O. Box 3026
Tappahannock, VA  22560

Office: 804-740-1644 • 804-445-2692

Direct: 804-921-1724 • Fax: 804-443-2407
 DLHoltRealtor@gmail.com

www.Oakstoneproperties.com

David L. Holt
REALTOR®

Welcome to the 

Oyster Festival!
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by Larry Chowning

The Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Foundation named 
former Southside Sentinel 
editor Tom Hardin of Saluda 
grand marshal of the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival in 2020.

Since the 63rd festival in 
2020 was scaled down due 
to COVID-19 without a 
parade and other events, the 
foundation has decided to 
make Hardin the 63rd/64th 
oyster festival grand marshal. 

“We selected Tom  grand 
marshal for all the things he 
has done for our community 
— as editor of the Sentinel 

and all the things he has done 
as a person,” said Joe Heyman, 
co-chairman of the festival.

“As editor of the Sentinel, 
Tom was always there for 
the festival,” said Heyman. 
“Anything we needed we just 
called Tom and it happened. 
There was never any 
hesitation.

“We also wanted to honor 
him for all he has done for 
the community. Tom founded 
the Middlesex County Youth 
Basketball League in the 
1970s and under his guidance 
that program provided so 
much positive interaction for 
so many youth of the county,” 
said Heyman. “We are 
extremely honored to name 
Tom our grand marshal.”

Fresh out of Hampden-
Sydney College (near 
Farmville), Hardin moved 
to Middlesex in 1975 after 
marrying county native Bev 
Anderton. He brought with 
him a love of writing and of 
sports.

After short teaching stints 
at Christchurch School and 

Middlesex High School, in 
1976 he became the first full-
time Sentinel reporter and 
was named managing editor 
in 1981.

“I have not missed an oyster 
festival since I moved to the 
county in 1975,” said Hardin. 
“It is an amazing event and 
a testimony to generations 
of dedicated volunteers who 
have put their hearts and souls 
into keeping it going.

 “The one thing I’ve noticed 
every year about the festival is 
that everyone seems to be so 
happy,” he said. “It is a feel 
good event. It lifts everybody’s 
spirits.

“It’s like an annual 
homecoming when friends 
and families all come together 
and we all meet on the streets 
of Urbanna,” he said. “My 
children, Bailey and Molly, 
grew up with the festival and 
had their friends come. It is a 
day that is always marked on 
our calendar. 

 “I think the festival is a gift 
to the entire state of Virginia 
and it has played a major role 

in showcasing Urbanna and 
Middlesex County,” he said. 
“People who have never been 
to Middlesex before come 
to the festival, look around 
and say, ‘This is a place I’d 
like to live some day.’ It has 
been very good for the local 
economy.”

Hardin praised the 
foundation for establishing 
community row, the queen 
competition and providing an 
annual opportunity for non-
profits to raise funds through 
their food booths.

Community row 
The festival grew out of 

Urbanna Days that was started 
in 1958. Urbanna Days was 
created to showcase the town’s 
businesses and to give church 
groups, Boy Scouts (now 
called Scouts BSA), nonprofit 
organizations and local artists 
and craftsmen an opportunity 
to participate in fundraising 
events.

As the festival grew and 
vendor fees kept going up, 
the creation of community 
row in 1999 was an effort by 
the foundation to make sure 
local artists, craftsmen and 
nonprofit organizations could 
continue to afford to be apart 
of the festival.

“Bev has sold her jewelry 
on community row for 15 
years and the festival is her 
best event of the year,” he 
said. “There are many small 
nonprofits that have booths 
on community row where 
they raise money or use the 
exposure to promote their 
cause,” said Hardin.

“I think part of the success 
of the festival has been that 
the foundation has never 
forgotten its roots,” he said. “It 
started as a local festival and 
community row is an effort to 
keep that part of the festival’s 
heritage alive.”

 Queen Competition      
Since before the oyster 

festival, Miss Middlesex and 
Miss Urbanna beauty contest 
competitions were offered 
in the county. Early on, the 
festival sponsored beauty 
pageants as part of the festival.

Meet the festival grand marshal

Former Southside Sentinel editor Tom Hardin has been 
named grand marshal of the 63rd/64th Urbanna Oyster 
Festival. Due to the pandemic, the mostly online 63rd 
festival was scaled back and so the foundation decided to 
select Hardin again for this year (the 64th). He will ride 
in festival parades and participate in other 64th festival 
activities.                                (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Welcome to the 64th 
Urbanna Oyster Festival!

We are a proud sponsor of the 
2013 Little Miss Spat Competition2013 Little Miss Spat Competition

Your Local Carrier Expert

Ryman’s Inc.
Air Conditioning & Heating

804-758-2978
Urbanna, VA

Family owned and operated since 1968

Air Conditioning & Heating

Welcome to the 56th 
Urbanna Oyster Festival!

www.rymansac.com
• Based on total energy costs calculated using ARI Standards 210/240-94

the DOE test procedures (10 CFR, Part 430 Subpt. B. Apps. M and N) and the
FTC rep. unit energy costs: $.088/kWh and $0.91/therm (16 CFR $305.9).

Your Local Carrier Expert

RYMAN’S
Air Conditioning & Heating

804-758-2978
Urbanna, VA

Family owned and operated since 1968

Your LocaL carrier expert

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Urbanna, VA

804-758-2978
Celebrating 53 years!

We are Proud to be 
Sponsors of the 
Queen Scholarship 
Competition!

Hardin named
grand marshal
two years straight

(See Marshal, Page 11)
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NNW Auto Supply
Come by & see us at our 

New location
1707 tappahannock Blvd.

 (Next to our old location)                        
tappahannock, VA 22560

804-443-1550
Hours: M-F 7:30am-5:30pm
            Sat. 8:00am-1:00pm

We stock a full line of auto parts, 
batteries and trailer repair parts

We make hydraulic hoses  
and battery cables

Serving the Northern Neck 
and Middle peninsula 

Since 1980

The Oyster Festival 
queen competition took on 
a new meaning in 1996 as 
contestants were judged on 
different criteria including 
community service. The 
name was changed to 
“Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Queen Scholarship” and 
some of the largest local 
scholarships are awarded to 
local college-bound students 
who go to become winners of 
the competition.

“I’ve been impressed with 
how the queen competition 
has become,” said Hardin. 
“I’m amazed at how hard 
the girls work on their 
community service projects 
and how much money they 
take in to help charities. They 

take in thousands of dollars 
for our community and it 
has become a very important 
part of the festival.”

Volunteers
“The strength of the 

festival comes from 
foundation volunteers 
and the volunteers of all 
the nonprofit groups that 
participate in the festival,” 
said Hardin.

“When I was at the 
Sentinel, the one thing I 
looked forward to every year 
was my Lions Club oyster 
fritter,” he said. “Every year 
I covered some portion of 

the festival and I loved to go 
stand in line, buy my fritter, 
come back to my office and 
eat my lunch. It was my 
personal festival tradition.

“It takes dedicated 
volunteers to run a food booth 
and dedicated volunteers to 
put on a festival,” he said. 
“The Urbanna Oyster Festival 
is a symbol of what a strong 
volunteer commitment can 
accomplish.”

Hardin said he was 
surprised when he was told 
he had been named festival 
grand marshal. “I have not 
been a volunteer in the 
festival and when I think of 

all the people who have given 
countless hours to putting on 
the festival, I think some 
of them are more deserving 
than I.

“I do want to thank the 
foundation board for this 

honor,” he said. 
Hardin and festival 

captains Chip and Jock 
Collamore are scheduled 
to ride in parades and 
participate in other festival 
events this year.

Southside Sentinel President Fred Gaskins, right, presents a plaque to 
former Southside Sentinel editor Tom Hardin during his retirement 
luncheon. The Oct. 21 luncheon, which was delayed 18 months due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, was at Piankatank River Golf Club in Hartfield. The 
plaque reads, “Presented in grateful appreciation to John Thomas “Tom” 
Hardin. Reporter, Photographer, Managing Editor, Editor, Executive Editor, 
1976-1981 (and) 1987-2020, by the Southside Sentinel, Urbanna, Virginia, 
March 27, 2020. You Made a Difference.”              (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Former Southside Sentinel editor Tom Hardin, left, receives a gift six pack 
of Mountain Dew and a “IN CASE OF ACCIDENT, MY BLOOD TYPE IS 
Mtn Dew” T-shirt during his retirement luncheon. Presenting the gifts is 
Southside Sentinel President Fred Gaskins. Hardin was known for fueling 
his efforts as editor by drinking impressive quantities of the soda as he 
worked.                                                            (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Marshal . . . (Continued from page 10)

Tom Hardin, right, shares a 
moment at his retirement 
luncheon with his daughter, 
Bailey (Hardin) Carson. His 
wife, Bev Hardin, sells her 
jewelry creations at the 
Oyster Festival every year. 
      (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Get the 

App and stay connected!

Available for
all platforms.

Go to www.southsidesentinel.va.newsmemory.com!
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2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival Entertainment Schedule
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Festival Village 10 a.m. – noon Nate Oyler (Americana)
Festival Village 12:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Sweet Justice Band (Classic Rock)
Firehouse 1 p.m. Queen Crowning
Waterfront 10 – 11 a.m. Stuck On A Name (Reggae)
  Noon-1 p.m. Stuck On A Name (Reggae)
  2-3 p.m. Stuck On A Name (Reggae)
Tobacco Warehouse 10-11 a.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
  Noon-1 p.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
  2-3 p.m. Robert Keyes  (Multi-faceted Solo  Guitarist)
Children’s Area 10 a.m.-noon Jonathan Austin (Juggler/Magician)
  1-4 p.m. Jonathan Austin (Juggler/Magician)
Fireman’s Parade 7-8 p.m.                  
Firehouse 8 p.m.-midnight Janitors (Top 40)
  

Stuck On A Name Sweet Justice

The Janitors Nate Oyler
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2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival Entertainment Schedule
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Festival Village 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Rip Tide Band (Southern/Classic Rock)
  1-5 p.m.      Rip Tide Band (Southern/Classic Rock)
Waterfront 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.     The Collectiv3 (Soul/R&B)
  2-5 p.m.      Nate Oyler & The Unknowns (Americana) 
Tobacco Warehouse 9-10 a.m.      Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
  11 a.m.-noon      Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
  1-2 p.m.      Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
  3-4 p.m.      Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted Solo Guitarist)
Oyster Festival Parade 2-3 p.m. 

The Kenzie Kincaid Band

The Collectiv3

Rip Tide Band

Robert Keyes
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by Larry Chowning

Pioneers in Virginia’s 
f iberglass commercial 
boatbuilding industry, John 
(Chip) Collamore III and his 
son, John (Jock) Collamore 
IV, both of Deltaville, have 
been named captains of the 
63rd/64th annual Urbanna 
Oyster Festival.

The Collamores were 
selected last year, the 63rd 
festival but due to COVID-19 
and last year’s limited festival 
activities, the foundation 
decided to make them 
Captains for the 63rd and 
64th festivals.

The annual selection 
of captains is to honor and 
acknowledge Urbanna’s and 
Middlesex County’s long 
seafood and boatbuilding 
heritage.

When Chip and his wife, 

Susie Collamore, moved their 
family to Deltaville during 
the Christmas holiday of 

1972 there were 21 active 
wooden boatbuilders in town. 
Deltaville was known as 

the Boatbuilding Capital of 
Chesapeake Bay.

Chip came to Deltaville, 
from an apprenticeship in 
fiberglass boat construction 
with Bristol Yachts in Bristol, 
R.I., and Allen Vaitses of 
Mattapoisett, Mass., who 
wrote the book “Covering 
Wooden Boats with 
Fiberglass.” The Collamores 
were contributors to the book.

While apprenticing in 
Rhode Island, Chip started 
thinking about starting his 
own business — but where? 
The cost of real estate and 
doing business in Rhode 
Island was expensive, so he 
started looking south. While 
at the Annapolis (Md.) Boat 
Show he met the late Carl 
Pederson, who at the time 
was building wooden boats in 
Deltaville.

Pederson knew where 
there was a piece of land in 
Deltaville for sale and “for 
the right price.” Chip bought 
the land and during the 
Christmas season of 1972 he 
and Susie moved to Deltaville 
to oversee the construction 
of the shop and started 
Hulls Unlimited East-Inc. 
He started the business with 
orders for a 52-foot ketch and 

a 60-foot motor yacht.
Chip’s father, the late John 

(Pop) Collamore Jr., and 
his mother, the late Nancy 
Collamore, were living in 
Providence, R.I. The senior 
Collamore was general 
manager for a manufacturing 
firm when he decided to quit 
over union issues. In 1973, 
Chip’s mother and father 
moved to Deltaville. Nancy 
took over as secretary of 
Hulls Unlimited-East and 
the father-son team started 
building boats together.

Although the Collamores 
started out building pleasure 
yachts they found it to be 
risky business, so they 
switched to building boats 
for commercial watermen. 
In partnership with Whitey 
Laurier of Glass Marine 
in Hayes, they built one of 
the first fiberglass classic 
Chesapeake Bay deadrise 
workboats in Virginia.

“We thought we could 
develop a product where 
we would build the 42-foot 
workboat hull out of glass and 
have wooden boatbuilders in 
Deltaville build and install 
decks and houses out of 
wood,” said Chip. “That 
didn’t work and the locals 
thought we would be out of 
business in six months. We 
lasted 26 years.”

At first watermen wanted 
nothing to do with fiberglass. 
This led the Collamores to 
start looking at other styles of 
workboat platforms. The late 
naval architect Harry Bulifant 
encouraged them to try one 
of his designs that become 
known as the “Deltaville 
Garvey.” The garvey is a very 
popular workboat design used 
by bay watermen to this day.

Along with the garvey, 
watermen, realizing the 
maintenance value of 
fiberglass verses wood in a 
boat, began placing orders 
for 42- to 50-foot fiberglass 
classic deadrise boats.

“We built boats, but we 
also built anything out of 
fiberglass we could sell,” 
said Chip. The Collamores 
built tack boxes for horses, 
planters for commercial 

Meet the Oyster Festival captains

Esquire Services
Carpet Cleaning

When Oyster Festival is over, 
And the parties are all done,
Get ready for the holidays…
For cleaning – We’re the one!

Have a fun Oyster Festival!
The special low moisture/quick dry extraction is a unique method  

that deep cleans your carpet, but leaves it damp instead of wet.
Carpet, Upholstery, Oriental & Area Rugs  •  Odor Elimination  •  Urine Treatment

Tile & Grout Cleaning  •  Water Damage Restoration  •  Pickup and Delivery
For 44 years, Esquire has serviced carpets and upholstery with state-of-the-art methods and a 100% Guarantee.

Hwy 17/360 • Tappahannock, Va.
Call 1-800-321-4751 or 443-4751

Father-son duo
fiberglass boat-
building pioneers

Father-son boatbuilders John (Chip) Collamore III, left, and John (Jock) Collarmoe IV, both 
of Deltaville, have been named captains of the 63rd/64th annual Urbanna Oyster festivals. 
The Collamores were named captains of the 63rd festival but because it was scaled down 
due to COVID-19, the foundation has selected them to be captains of the 64th festival too. 
Along with grand marshal Tom Hardin the Collamores will be the first to be grand marshal 
and captains of the festival for two consecutive festivals.         (Photo by Larry Chowning)

(See Captains, Page 15)
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Affordable  �  Maintenance Free
Urbanna, Va. � (804) 758-2037

www.rivahrooms.com 
Call for a FREE Estimate! 

Serving Tidewater for over  years

greenhouses and a variety of 
elements used for shedding of 
soft-shell crabs and growing 
oysters.

Chip and Susie’s children, 
Whitney and Jock Collamore, 
were given a taste of the 
business. “We encouraged 
the children to participate 
in building one boat to see 
if they had any interest in 
carrying on the business,” 
said Chip. “When they both 
finished their projects and we 
asked about them taking over 
the business they both said, 
‘Hell no! There has got to 
be an easier way to make 
a living than this!’ Jock is 
now a police officer with the 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission.

The Collamores sold the 
Deltaville boat shop in 1998 
and Chip retired from the 
business. Afterwards Chip 
took on some one-off projects 
and 13 years ago Jock talked 
his father into one last project.

Colonial Seaport Foundation
Colonial  Seapor t 

Foundation (CSF) was 
established in 2007 by Jock 
as a maritime educational 
group. “The purpose of 

CSF is to preserve facets of 
America’s colonial maritime 
heritage by providing 
historically-accurate infor-
mation and education to the 
public,” he said.

Chip joined the foundation 
to help rebuild and modify 
a 50-foot ketch (two-masted 
sailboat) into a replica of a 
1788 Virginia sloop named 
Luna. The project is expected 
to be completed this year.

Luna will be home-based 
in the lower Chesapeake Bay. 
“What we are looking for are 
communities that have good 
waterfront, such as Urbanna, 
and where we can stay for a 
week or two to accommodate 
our educational programs 
and then move on to the next 
port,” said Jock.

CSF has also been 
exploring possibilities of 
hauling commercial freight 
via sail to and from former 
colonial seaports. Jock noted 
that East Coast colonial 
seaports were a vital part 
of America’s economic 
growth and heritage and 
visiting these communities 
will educate people of that 
heritage. It will also promote 
eco-friendly (low-carbon) 

transportation.
The organization intends 

to use Luna to display and 
demonstrate the operation 
of the vessel, and display 
vintage equipment, tools, 
procedures, skills and 
lifestyles used or experienced 
within 17th and 18th century 
maritime communities.

The group’s other 
areas of interest and 
expertise depicted in its 
reenactments and addressed 
in its educational programs 

include life in coastal and 
maritime communities; life 
aboard a vessel of the period; 
common trades within the 
maritime community; and 
coastal transportation along 
the Atlantic Seaboard.

The actual construction 
of the Luna in Deltaville is 
currently being used as an 
education tool by Boy Scouts 
of America’s Sea Scouts out 
of Mechanicsville who are 
helping with the construction 
process. “Sea Scouts have 

played a vital role in building 
the vessel and, at the same 
time, the boys are learning 
boatbuilding skills,” said 
Jock.

Oyster Festival Chairman 
Joe Heyman said the 
Collamore Family played 
an important role in the 
development of the modern 
era of Middlesex County 
boatbuilding. He said, “The 
Oyster Festival Foundation is 
honored that they agreed to 
be captains of the festival!”

Septic System in need of Maintenance?
Operator Agreement needed to comply with new 

Virginia Dept. of  Health Regulations?

Call For Quality Service

Church View Septic Service Inc.
Full Service Septic Business

804-758-5836 or 804-435-1066
www.churchviewseptic.com

Licensed Alternative Onsite Sewage System Operator & Installer
Locally Owned and Operated by Charles “Tom” Langford

Serving Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck and surrounding areas

Residential & Commercial Installation & Repairs • Septic Inspections
Soil Studies & Design Guidance • Septic Tank Pumpouts
AOSS Operator Agreements • High Pressure Jet Washing

TV Sewer Camera •Rental Toilets • Land Clearing • Site Work • Rip Rap

Luxury Restroom Trailer
Planning your wedding or other special event?

This trailer brings the comforts of home
to your outdoor event.

Electric Flush Toilet/Urinal • Stereo 
Pedestal to Glamour Sinks • Fireplace/AC

(Continued from Page 14)Captains . . .
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30+ Years of Serving at the Urbanna Oyster Festival
Raw/Roasted Oysters on the Half-Shell

Oyster Stew • Fried Oysters • Crab Cakes
Great music while you eat

Thank you for the many years you have supported Aylett Country Day 
School. Please come by again this year and enjoy some delicious local  

oysters and our “Festival Famous” Oyster Stew!

Parades to be featured Friday and Saturday
The annual Fireman’s 

Parade is set for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 5, and the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Parade is set 
for 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 6.

The Fireman’s Parade will 
wind its way through town, 
while the Oyster Festival 
Parade will bypass the main 
part of Virginia Street. Both 
parades will assemble on the 
west side of town.

The route of the Fireman’s 
Parade will be as follows: 
from the staging on the west 
side of town, east on Virginia 
Street, left on Grace Avenue, 
right on Bonner Street, left on 
Rappahannock Avenue, right 
on Marston Avenue, right on 
Cross Street, right on Virginia 
Street, and return to the staging 
area. The judges stand will be 
at the Urbanna Firehouse.

The Fireman’s Parade will 
feature 60 fire and rescue 
units, beauty queens and 
dignitaries. It is sponsored 
by the Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department (MVFD) of 
Urbanna.

The Fireman’s dance 
follows the parade on the 

firehouse grounds from 8 p.m.-
midnight with the band “The 
Janitors” (beer garden gates 
open at noon on Friday). The 
dance is sponsored by Al Pugh 
Distributing with Budweiser, 
Bud Light, Michelob Ultra 
and Devils Backbone.

Saturday’s Oyster Festival 
Parade will have about 35 
units, leading off with the main 
sponsor, Quarles Petroleum. A 
special parade guest will be 
the Smokey Bear. About five 
or six high school bands will 
be marching in the parade.

The route of the Oyster 
Festival Parade is as follows: 
from the staging area on the 
west side of town, east on 
Virginia Street, left on Grace 
Avenue, right on Bonner Street, 
left on Rappahannock Avenue, 
right on Marston Avenue, 
right on Cross Street, right on 
Prince George Street, left on 
Virginia Street, and return to 
the staging area. The judges 
stand will be at Virginia Street 
and Rappahannock Avenue, 
which is also the location of 
the festival headquarters for 
the weekend.

Firefighters come to Urbanna from near and far to display all sorts of fire trucks in the 
Fireman’s Parade (above) Friday. On Saturday, it’s the Urbanna Oyster Festival Parade 
(below), which attracts an entertaining range of entries, sometimes even a trumpet-
playing, rope-jumping unicyclist.                                              (Photos by Larry Chowning)
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Pick up the latest issue of 
the Rivah Visitor’s Guide in 
the blue box in front of the 
Southside Sentinel office.

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-3pm • Closed Wednesdays & Sundays
142 Centerville Road, Shacklefords, Va. 23156

804-785-6291
www.facebook.com/cornercupboardfurniture

 Poly Furniture 

in Stock!
No need to 
special order. 
What you 
are looking 
for is right in 
our 
warehouse!

• Over 25 colors
• Variety of styles

Patio, dining, 
chairs, tables, 
and more! 

BEST QUALITY!
BEST SELECTION!BEST 

PRICES!

weknzpatio.com

Bring your appetite -- food choices abound
More than 100 vendors will 

be open for business when the 
festival begins at 10 a.m. on 
Friday and goes until midnight 
with the dance at the Urbanna 
Firehouse, and on Saturday 
the festival runs from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Bring your appetite. An 
array of foods will be available 
from more than 30 food 
vendors. The honored oyster is 
always featured in a variety of 
presentations -- raw, roasted, 
fried, steamed and stewed. The 
famous Middlesex Lions Club 
oyster fritters return this year at 
their same location on Virginia 
Street at Rappahannock Avenue.

In addition, around town 
visitors can enjoy crab soup, 
crab bisque, seafood chowder, 
clams, crab cakes, shrimp, 

fish, corn dogs, sausages, 
hamburgers, hot dogs, turkey 
legs, roast beef, funnel cakes, 
kettle corn, roasted nuts, ice 
cream, cotton candy, snow 
cones, candy apples and many 
other goodies.

In addition to great food and 
desserts, visitors will delight in 

the variety of crafts available 
throughout town. Among the 
many offerings are stained 
glass, wood carvings, sculpture, 
pottery, dolls, brass, silver, 
leather goods and jewelry. 
Many craft vendors will be in 
Taber Park on Rappahannock 
Avenue at Festival Village

The Virginia 
General 

Assembly 
named the 
Urbanna 

Oyster Festival 
the

state’s official 
oyster festival 

in 1988.
Middlesex Lions Club 

members will be at the 64th 
Urbanna Oyster Festival Nov. 
5 and 6, selling the Lions 
famous oyster fritters. Also, 
they will be selling crab cakes, 
drinks, and cotton candy. They 
will accept credit cards as well 
as cash for your purchases this 
year.

As you all know this is a big 
event and they are reaching out 

to the public for volunteers to 
help during this event. They 
would appreciate any time you 
could offer. 

All the proceeds that they 
make go back to the public for 
ones in need. 

Call 804-384-6627 to 
volunteer or for details on what 
Lions members are doing. 

The club’s motto is “We 
serve.”   

Lions will again sell oyster fritters

Middlesex Lions Club members prepare some of their 
delicious oyster fritters at a previous Urbanna Oyster 
Festival.                                      (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Hartfield 
804-776-7777 

Mon. - Sat. 8 AM - 5 PM 
Sunday 9 AM - 3 PM 

Mathews 
804-725-7647 

Mon. - Sat. 8 AM - 5 PM 
Sunday 9 AM - 3 PM 

Port Haywood 
804-725-7156 

Mon. - Fri. 8 AM - 5 PM 
Saturday 8 AM - 1PM 

mandm.doitbest.com  
 facebook.com/mandmbuildingsupply 
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Bring a foursome and pay for 3 golfers  
Valid Monday through Thursday 

 

Call to book your tee time today! 804-776-6516 
 
 

6198 Stormont Road, Hartfield, VA 23071/ www.prgcgolf.com  
 
 
 
 

Valid thru 5/31/2022. Green and Cart fees included. Not combinable with other offers. Excludes Holidays.  
Coupon must be presented at the time of purchase. 

This year's official Urbanna Oyster Festival poster, “Oysters on the Creek,” can be 
purchased for $20 at the Oyster Festival information RV that will be on the corner 
of Virginia Street and Rappahannock Avenue. It can also be purchased by calling the 
festival office at 804-758-0368. Other official Oyster Festival souvenirs will be for sale 
under the tent near Primis Bank on Friday and Saturday. Free Oyster Festival programs 
will be distributed at parking areas and at the information center near Primis Bank.                                                                       
(Poster photo by LaJean Machen)

Beautiful 2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival posters available

Middlesex Kiwanis Club 
leaders have been busy 
planning for the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival. According to a 
Kiwanis spokesman, Kiwanis 
wants those who come to their 
tent to eat oysters (either raw 
or roasted) to experience a 

redesigned process that will be 
as safe as possible.

“We all hope and pray 
that … the threat of COVID-
19 will have decreased, but 
Middlesex Kiwanis will be 
prepared to provide two things 
on Oyster Festival day — 

optimum safeguards for the 
Kiwanis tent, and delicious  
Rappahannock  oysters,” the 
spokesman said.

For information, email 
Kiwanis Program Chairman 
Dana Burnett at dburnett@
odu.edu.

Kiwanis using optimum safeguards at oyster tent

Karin Andrews
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Towne Realty

804.445.5500
Karin.Andrews@BHHSTowne.com
www.KarinAndrewsEstates.com
www.KarinAndrewsRealEstate.com
4135 Ironbound Road
Williamsburg, Virginia 23188

If you are currently represented by another Realtor this is not intended as a solicitation.

West End
Circa 1790

For 3D Matterport, Video, Additional Photos 
and Floor Plans, please visit:

www.westendcirca1790crosshillsrd.com
https://circaoldhouses.com/property/west-end-on-33-acres/

Located near the village of Wicomico Church surrounded by a pastoral land-
scape of ancient towering Magnolia, Chestnut, Pecan, Dogwood, Locust, 
Hawthorne, Crepe Myrtle, Birch and Black Walnut trees is West End, circa 
1790. This magnificent HIstoric Treasure features original heart pine floors, 
moldings, mantels and staircases! Other amenities include: spacious guest 
house, formal gardens, elevator, chef's kitchen, lined chimneys, fully func-
tioning fireplaces, outbuildings & dependencies, central heat and air, two ga-
rages, productive fruit trees, 82kw backup generator and fenced paddocks. 
The exquisite Manor House underwent a full restoration with monumental 
additions by Architect & Architectural Historian Walter Mayo Macomber, in 
1940, who also supervised the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg from 
1928 & 1934. Macomber was also resident Architect for 30 years at Mount 
Vernon & Consultant Architect for several restoration projects at Stratford 
Hall, Patrick Henry's Scotchtown & Fords Theater in Washington, D.C. Ad-
ditional updating done also at West End in 1992 and in 2000. 

Distinctly Georgian in its interior and exterior character, West End, circa 
1790 is a Crown Jewel on the Northern Neck of Virginia. Located just min-
utes from the Chesapeake Bay, full-service marinas, world class resorts, fine 
dining, wineries and so much more. 10 Minutes to Kilmarnock. Convenient 
to Richmond, D.C., Williamsburg and Norfolk.

Historic Waterfront & 
Equestrian Properties
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The loss of a pet is immeasurable.
But so is the love left behind.

937 General Puller Hwy.
Saluda, VA

804-758-2650

On Friday, Nov. 5, the 
Oyster Festival begins at 10 
a.m. and closes at midnight. 
On Saturday, Nov. 6, the 
festival runs from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.

Under the Oyster Festival 
plan, the town will be closed 
to motor vehicle traff ic 
as a safety precaution on 
Friday from 6-8 p.m. for 
the Fireman’s Parade, and 
on Saturday from about 9 
a.m.-8 p.m. There will be no 
exceptions. Town residents 
and guests are urged to make 
their plans accordingly.

The town streets may also 
be closed to motor vehicles 
on Friday as pedestrian 
conditions dictate.

On Saturday only, six 
shuttles will transport senior 
and handicapped persons 
across the bridge to and from 
parking areas on the Rosegill 
(east) side of town. The 
shuttle runs from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. The fee is $2 per person 
each way with proceeds 
benefiting the Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department 
of Urbanna.

Official Oyster Festival 
parking prices on both 
sides of town will be $20 
on Friday and Saturday. 
A portion of the parking 
fees offset Oyster Festival 
expenses and contribute to 
Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Foundation programs and 
its promotion of the festival. 
Since 1991, the Foundation 
has sponsored the festival.

There are a number of 
smaller parking lots in town 
that will be available Friday 
and until 9 a.m. on Saturday. 

Vehicles will be restricted 
from entering or leaving 
town starting between 6-8 
p.m. on Friday.

Cars parked in town on 
Saturday will not be able 
to leave until the roads are 
re-opened at about 8 p.m.

Handicapped parking is 
on the west side of town 
and will be at the corner of 
Virginia Street and Red Hill 
Drive. It is operated by the 
K-9 Alert Search and Rescue 
Dogs, which benefits from 
the parking fees. Follow the 
signs.

Festival parking,
street closings 
info announced

The VIP Oyster Lovers 
Experience returns for its 
fourth year and has sold out 
for both days.

Included for VIPs are 
exclusive VIP tables and 
seating, support from a festival 
concierge to help navigate 
the event, private restroom 
facilities, bottleda waters, 
discounts at local businesses 
from November 2021 to 
April 2022, VIP seating at 

the Virginia Oyster Shucking 
Contest on Saturday, Nov. 6, a 
2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival 
commemorative poster, 
six wine tastings, six beer 
tastings, six oyster tastings, 
and a gift “swag bag.”

Plan ahead for 2022 and 
find VIP ticket information at 
urbannaoysterfestival.com.

VIPs must be 21 years or 
older to purchase a ticket. An 
ID will be required.

VIP treatment 
is sold out, but
plan for 2022 

VIP Oyster Lovers Experience celebrants raise their wine glasses. (Photo bt Tom Chillemi)
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Two water taxis will operate 
from the Urbanna Town Marina 
on both Friday and Saturday 
from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. They will 
transport visitors to and from 
their boats anchored in the 
harbor. Boat tours of the creek 
also will be available.

The Urbanna Oyster Festival 
waterfront at the Urbanna Town 
Marina will showcase the area’s 
varied history and emphasize 
the conservation and restoration 
of the Chesapeake Bay.

Since its days as a crucial 
colonial port, Urbanna’s 
waterfront has always been 
an essential part of town life. 
In its recent past, its docks 
were filled with Chesapeake 
Bay buyboats and deadrise 
workboats as watermen bought 
and sold oysters and crabs they 
had harvested.

During the Oyster Festival, 
history comes alive at the 
waterfront. Festival-goers are 
welcome to board the Lynx, 
a replica of “an American 
privateer” sailing schooner that 
engaged British ships in the 
War of 1812 and was involved 
in one of the war’s larger naval 
battles that occurred on the 
Rappahannock River.

Waterfront activities 
The waterfront area of the 

festival provides opportunities 
for visitors to look at the 
beautiful Urbanna Town 
Marina and harbor, learn 
about the marine life of the 
Chesapeake Bay region, and 
listen to live music. Come to 
the waterfront to climb aboard 
a historic boat, examine marine 
creatures in touch tanks, and 
taste some local seafood.

Highlights for this year 
include:

• A replica of the American 
privateer Lynx will be open for 
tours. The original tall ship was 

involved in the War of 1812.
• A variety of hands-on 

exhibits from the Watermen’s 
Museum, the Fairfield 
Foundation, Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science, and the 
Tidewater Soil & Conservation 
District.

• Music and refreshments.
Come to the waterfront 

to look, listen, and learn and 
you will love your time at 
the festival, said Waterfront 
Coordinator Kathy Swinehart.

On Thursday, Nov. 4, the 
Marine Science Legacy 
Program of the Oyster Festival 
Foundation hosts the Oyster 
Festival Education Day. This 
year the Education Day will 
take place under a big tent at 
Middlesex Elementary School.   

Students from area schools 
will take their learning out 
of the classroom and have 
the opportunity to immerse 
themselves in hands-on 
activities that will nurture their 
understanding and respect 
for marine history and the 
environment.   

The Oyster Festival 
Foundation is pleased to be 
able to bring exhibitors to the 
schoolchildren on Thursday to 
nurture an appreciation for the 
culture of the rivers and bay 
before setting up at the Urbanna 
Town Marina for Friday and 
Saturday, said Swinehart.

“Take a taste of
Oyster Festival
Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL AND SHUCKED

Fall Hours
Tuesday - Saturday

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville • 776-9740

“Take a taste of 
Oyster Festival 

Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL • SHUCKED • ROCKEFELLER

Fall Hours:
Monday –  Saturday

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltavil le • 776-9740

“Take a taste of 
Oyster Festival 
Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL • SHUCKED • ROCKEFELLER

Fall Hours:
Monday –  Saturday

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville • 776-9740

Mermaid Home Organization 2021 Ad for Rivah – June, July, August, and Holiday issues

Mermaid Home Organization
Personalized organizing systems and solutions

Declutter & Organize

Downsize & Refresh

Pre-Pack & Stage

Unpack & Place

www.mermaidcs.com

(804) 758-5814

Follow us on 

Peaceful Spaces, Soulful Homes

Commented [KS1]:  Use you Facebook and 
Instagram icons, LinkedIn is a nice to have.

Mermaid Home Organization
Personalized organizing systems and solutions

Declutter & Organize  •  Downsize & Refresh
Pre-Pack & Stage  •  Unpack & Place

www.mermaidcs.com
(804) 758-5814

Follow us on    

Peaceful Spaces, Soulful Homes

Wildlings Play Scapes 
will sponsor the children’s 
activity area in Festival 
Village, where children 
ages 4-10 will get creative. 
Hands-on crafts available 
for children include paper 
bag puppets, foam animal 
hats, sand art, necklaces, 
face painting and many zoo 
animal themed crafts. “The 
students are excited to be part 
of providing this high-quality 
children’s experience!” said a 

festival spokesman.
M a g i c i a n / j u g g l e r 

Jonathan Austin will wow the 
crowd with his high energy 
and mesmerizing acts in the 
children’s area on Friday 
from 10 a.m. to noon and 
again at 1 to 4 p.m.

There will be carnival 
games provided by Adventure 
Family Amusements.

Make your way to this 
crafty area in Festival Village 
where it’s all about kids!

Magician/juggler Jonathan Austin will wow the crowd 
with his high energy and mesmerizing acts in the 
children’s area on Friday from 10 a.m. to noon and again 
at 1 to 4 p.m.                                         (Contributed)

Magician-Juggler
Jonathan Austin
to entertain kids

Waterfront will be
abuzz with activity

American privateer sailing schooner, The Lynx
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Look for The Rivah Visitor’s Guide
On newsstands now!

170 Greens Cove road  •  P.o. Box 426  •  deltaville, va 23043

Buying or Selling?
Knowledgeable and professional representation as YOUR broker.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT BROKER DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Carl HawkinS - Power & Sail Broker

804-387-5786  •  CLEAN, QUALITY LISTINGS DESIRED
chawkins@verizon.net  •  www.hawkinsboatbrokerage.com

HAWKINS BOAT
BROKERAGE
D E L T A V I L L E ,  V A

Hunter Douglas, Draperies, 
Furniture, Area Rugs,

Decorative Accessories and 
Consignments

Interior Design Consultations

Cindy Lloyd Design
804-333-6463 • 804-761-3715

5011 Richmond Road • Warsaw, Va
featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com
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Pluck, Perseverance and Progress
Since 1896

A fully grown 
oyster can 
filter up to 

60 gallons of 
water per day!

The historic James 
Mills Scottish Factor Store 
(formerly called the Old 
Tobacco Warehouse), which 
houses the Urbanna Museum 
and Visitor’s Center on 
Virginia Street just up the hill 
from Urbanna Creek, will be 
open from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. both 
days of the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival. Robert Keyes, a 
multi-faceted solo finger-style 
guitarist, will perform on the 
front porch both days.

A museum exhibit, “Oyster 
is King,” traces the influence 
of the oyster industry on the 
area.

Also on display is the rare 
1755 John Mitchell Map, one 
of the earliest maps of the 
original 13 colonies. It was 
used to negotiate the treaties 
between Britain and the 

United States that ended the 
Revolutionary War. The map 
was recently restored and fills 
an entire wall.

There will be a live and 
video presentation of the 
historic James Mills Scottish 
Factor Store and the Mitchell 
Map inside the museum.

The museum porch 

overlooks “Community 
Row,” sponsored by Primis 
Bank, which will be on 
Virginia Street between Cross 
Street and the waterfront. 
Community Row will feature 
crafts, demonstrations and 
exhibits from Middlesex 
artists and local non-profit 
groups.

The police headquarters 
will be at the intersection 
of Cross and Prince George 
streets in the parking lot 
behind Bay Design.

Emergency medical 
services will be covered 
by zones and stationed at 
the Urbanna firehouse on 
Virginia Street near Urbanna 
Market; Bonner Street and 

Rappahannock Avenue near 
Festival Village; and the 
intersection of Virginia and 
Cross streets.

Lost and found will be at the 
Oyster Festival Information 
RV near Primis Bank.

For information, call the 
Oyster Festival Foundation 
at 804-758-0368 or visit 
urbannaoysterfestival.com.

First responders
available to help

Urbanna Museum
offers interesting
historical exhibits

The Urbanna Museum and Visitor’s Center offers various interesting map exhibits. 
                                                                                         (Photo by Larry Chowning)
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TOWN OF URBANNA

PUBLIC NOTICE
2021 OYSTER FESTIVAL

STREET AND PARKING RESTRICTIONS
The Virginia Department of Transportation has approved the following 2021 Urbanna Oyster Festival Street and Parking Restrictions pursuant to a Resolution of the
Urbanna Town Council:

Parking Restrictions

Parking restrictions will be in effect within the corporate limits of the Town of Urbanna between 2 a.m., Friday, November 5, 2021 and 11 p.m., Saturday, November 6, 
2021 in order to ensure pedestrian safety, safe movement of police, fire and rescue vehicles as well as safe parade operations. Certain streets will be opened for parking 
earlier than 11 p.m. Saturday depending on the progress of cleanup crews. 

No Parking areas will be designated as Tow Away Zones and towing will be at the owner’s expense. The no parking-tow away zones for both sides of the streets 
in Urbanna include:

Urbanna Road from the bridge to the Watling St intersection. Watling St from its intersection with Urbanna Rd at the traffic triangle to Cross St. Cross St from its intersec-
tion with Watling St all the way past Marston Ave intersection. Prince George St from Cross St to Virginia St. Virginia St east from Waverly Rd to Oyster Rd.  Marston 
Ave from Cross St to Rappahannock Ave. Rappahannock Ave south from the Marston Ave intersection to Virginia St. Marston Ave east from Cross St to first house on 
each side of street. Bonner St west from Rappahannock Ave to Linden Ave. Grace Avenue from Bonner St to Virginia St. Park St from Rappahannock Ave to Linden Ave. 
Upton Lane by the Post Office, Hilliard St, Rappahannock Ave, Cross St, Oyster Rd, Prince George St and Kent St in their entirety. 

Parade Routes and Times 

The Friday, November 5, 2021, Fireman’s Parade will begin at 7 p.m. and commence east on Virginia Street from the area of the Urbanna Professional Center, left on 
Grace Street, right on Bonner Street, left on Rappahannock Avenue, right on Marston Avenue, right on Cross Street, right on Virginia Street to a disband area where the 
parade began. The Saturday, November 6, 2021, Oyster Festival Parade will begin at 2 p.m. and will commence east from the staging and formation area at the Waverly 
Commons Office Building on Virginia Street, left on Grace Street, right on Bonner Street, left on Rappahannock Avenue, right on Marston Avenue, right on Cross Street, 
right on Prince George Street, left on Virginia Street to the disband area where the parade began.

Urbanna Street Restrictions

Other Restrictions: On Friday, November 5, and Saturday, November 6, 2021, law enforcement authorities may close selected streets to routine traffic as crowd and public 
safety actions dictate.

Town Entrance Restrictions

Friday, November 5, 2021, vehicular traffic entering or leaving the Town will be prohibited beginning at 5 p.m. on the west side (Route 602) in the vicinity of Lord Mott 
Road and beginning at 6 p.m. on the east side (Route 227) in the vicinity of Rosegill for the Fireman’s Parade. These Routes will be closed to all traffic attempting to 
enter the Town of Urbanna except to facilitate the movement of police and emergency vehicles. The Town of Urbanna will remain closed until 9 p.m. or later depending 
on pedestrian traffic.

Saturday, November 6, 2021, 9 a.m. or earlier if deemed necessary by law enforcement authorities, State Route 227 (Urbanna Road) will be closed in the vicinity of the 
Molly’s Way, and State Route 602 (Virginia Street) will be closed in the vicinity of Red Hill Drive. These Routes will be closed to all traffic attempting to enter the Town of 
Urbanna except to facilitate the movement of police and emergency vehicles. The Town of Urbanna will remain closed until 8 p.m. or later depending on pedestrian traffic.
At any time, law enforcement authorities may temporarily close the Town to routine traffic as crowd and public safety actions dictate. 

Golf Carts are not allowed in the Festival Area
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Southern

LandScaping &

conStruction, inc.

Class A Licensed • Insured • License #2701 034192 • References

P.O. Box 275, Rt. 33 & 14, Shacklefords, VA 23156

Complete Residential & Commercial Services

• Design & Installation

• Rain Bird & Toro Irrigation

• Sod & Seeding

• Mulch, Topsoil, Stone

• Landscape Renovation

• Contract Landscape Maintenance

• Grading, Hauling, Backhoe

• Decks, Fences, Patios, Driveways

• Marine Construction, Rip Rap, Bulkhead

• Office/Home Improvements

• Retainer Walls • Custom Building

• Erosion Control/Drainage Systems

(804) 785-4242
(800) 529-6426

303 Queen St. Suite D.
Tappahannock, VA 22560

(Behind NN Burger)
(804) 925-6600 • www.designsbyfitz.com

The area’s premier  
Kitchen and Bath Showroom is  
Now opeN in Tappahannock!

 Mon-Fri 9am-2pm  •  After hours by appointment

Again the Middlesex County Woman’s Club will raffle a beautiful quilt at the upcoming 
Urbanna Oyster Festival. The quilt is made of fabric given to the club by Jessie DeBusk. 
The pattern features sailboats and is named “Jessie’s Fleet.” Tickets are available from all 
members of the club or by calling  Jean, 804-758-8417. The winning ticket will be drawn 
on Saturday of the festival. You do not need to be present to win.               (Contributed)

Middlesex Woman’s Club raffling off quilt at fest

An old tradition — an 
antique auto show — returns 
to the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival this year. Classic 
vehicles will be on display 
at the corner of Waverly 
Road and Virginia Street 
across from the Urbanna 
firehouse on Saturday, Nov. 

5, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 This will be a “people’s 

choice” voting event. The 
winners in each class will 
be featured in Saturday’s 
Oyster Festival Parade. 

The car show is sponsored 
by Ken Houtz Chevrolet-
Buick.

Antique cars return
to Oyster Festival

Returning this year to the 
Urbanna Oyster Festival is 
wine tasting featuring Virginia 
wineries. The wine tasting 
area, courtesy of IsaBell K. 
Horsley Real Estate Ltd., will 
be on Virginia Street next to 
the post office from 11 a.m.-
5 p.m. on both festival days. 
There is a $15 admission fee.

“Boutique” oyster tasting 
from Rappahannock Oyster 
Company of Topping will 
bring the flavor of its Merroir 
oyster-tasting room at 
Locklies Marina in Topping 
to the wine tasting. The taste 
of these aquaculture-raised 
specialty oysters varies from 

heavy salt, sweet, and mildly 
salty, depending on where 
they were raised. Chefs will 
prepare the oysters, pairing 
them with local wines 
from Mattaponi Winery, 
Williamsburg Winery, Byrd 
Cellars and Zoll Vineyards.

The craft beer tasting event 
will be at the far end of Festival 
Village. Craft beers include 
Ardent, Blue Mountain, Bold 
Rock, Devils Backbone, 
Hardywood, New Realm, Port 
City and That Damn Mary.

The $10 admission 
includes a souvenir and four 
tastings. Brewery reps will be 
on hand to answer questions.

Wine, beer tasting
offered at festival



come stay & play in our newly renovated pet- and family-friendly rooms... ride our bikes, trikes, surreys, kayaks and more!
(804) 758-1111 ~ 250 virginia street, urbanna ~ thechesapeakeinn.com


